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MESSAGE FROM THE JOINT COMMISSIONS 

The documents in this book describe something of how the people who purpose 
to become The United Methodist Church find in their histories common Wesleyan 
traditions, testify to Christian faith, hope to live together in order, intend to ex¬ 
perience unity with all Christians, and purpose to go to persons, people, and 
powers as Christ’s ministering servants. 

The Spirit of the Chicago General Conferences 

Those who read this book would find themselves greatly aided in their reading 
if they could have been in attendance at the General Conferences of The Method¬ 
ist Church and The Evangelical United Brethren Church, held in Chicago, in No¬ 
vember of 1966. Physically speaking, the two conferences were separated by a 
corridor only twenty feet wide. Organizationally speaking, apart from size, they 
were all but identical. In terms of agenda, both conferences were asking the 
same question. They were asking the Lord of the church, and each other, 
whether or not their churches could longer justify their separate existences. 
Parliamentarily speaking, pros, cons, and compromises were thrust at the Plan 
of Union. Contextually speaking, delegates knew that many other churchmen 
watched in the hope that organic church union would happen again, and the 
delegates were supremely aware of the Holy Spirit present and guiding them. 

The conferences were bathed in prayer. They knew that they were wrestling, 
not with a simple decision, and not only with a decision, but with the Supreme 
Authority who judges all human decisions. When decision time came, with re¬ 
spect for all points of view and with respect for the persons holding the differing 
views, those who favored union of the two churches prevailed. One minister 
wrote of that moment, “It was a privilege to be involved in what God was doing.” 

Following the decisions in the separate conferences, the conferences held a 
joint session. Together they knew well that their decisions were not final, but 
they praised God for permitting them to make a first affirmative decision. They 
joined hands and sang “Blest Be the Tie That Binds,” sensing that they were 
pioneers in the actualization of words they had approved in the Plan of Union: 

The Church of Jesus Christ exists in and for the world and its very 
dividedness is a hindrance to its mission in that world. 
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The prayers and intentions of The Methodist Church and The 
Evangelical United Brethren Church have been and are for obedi¬ 
ence to the will of our Lord that His people be one, in humility for the 
present brokenness of the church and in gratitude that opportunities 
for reunion have been given. In harmony with these prayers and in¬ 
tentions these churches do now propose to unite, in the confident as¬ 
surance that this act is an expression of the oneness of Christ’s people. 

—from the Preamble to the Constitution 

In this spirit the conferences, meeting simultaneously in Chicago’s Conrad 
Hilton Hotel, on November 11, 1966, voted in favor of the Plan of Union and 
recommended it to the 1967 Annual Conferences of the two churches for 
adoption. 

The vote in the Evangelical United Brethren General Conference was 325 for 
and 88 opposed; in the Methodist General Conference the vote was 749 for and 
40 opposed. 

The Vote in Annual Conferences 

Consummation of the Plan of Union, establishing The United Methodist Church, 
will require in both churches a two-thirds affirmative vote of the aggregate num¬ 
ber of members of the several Annual Conferences present and voting. 0 If so 
adopted, the Uniting Conference will be held in Dallas, Texas, in April, 1968. 

The Plan of Union is in four parts: 

Part I—The Constitution , and the Enabling Legislation which are related. 
These two, as a unit, were, after debate and amendment, voted favorably by 
the two General Conferences. As amended, they are now recommended to the 
Annual Conferences for adoption. 

Part II—Doctrinal Statements and the General Rules with preface, and, Part 
III—Social Principles with preface, were adopted by the General Conference and 
are now transmitted for information. No action by the Annual Conferences is 
required on these. 

Part IV—Organization and Administration , was, in both General Conferences, 
adopted in principle. This part, dealing with the details of structure and proced¬ 
ures will be the subject of continued work and be presented to the Uniting Gen¬ 
eral Conference for final review in 1968 

History of Union Discussions 

The Historical Statement (pages 1-7) gives the early history of the two 
churches and the discussions concerning union. A plan for uniting the two 


* For The Methodist Church a two-thirds (rather than a three-fourths) vote in the Annual 
Conferences will constitute adoption. Methodist Judicial Council, Decision No. 243. 
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churches was discussed in The Evangelical United Brethren Church General 
Conferences of 1958 and 1962, and in the Methodist General Conference of 1960 
and 1964. The Plan of Union which was brought to the 1966 General Confer¬ 
ences represented work by Joint Commissions of the two churches over a period 
of more than six years. 

Procedures at the Chicago General Conferences 

The Plan of Union presented to the General Conferences by the Joint Com¬ 
missions (composed of the Ad Hoc Committee of The Methodist Church and 
the Commission on Church Union of The Evangelical United Brethren Church) 
consisted of a report, a printed document of 361 pages, plus amendments con¬ 
tained in Supplemental Report No. 1 and Supplemental Report No. 2, plus the 
Enabling Legislation. 

The Evangelical United Brethren divided their General Conference into twenty 
study groups, each of which reviewed The Constitution and the Enabling Legis¬ 
lation. The work of these groups provided the basis for discussion and action by 
the Conference. The Methodists divided the Plan and sent out the pertinent 
sections, together with all petitions relating to the sections, to their fourteen 
standing legislative committees. A special committee was designated to deal with 
those sections of the Plan which did not fall within the authorization of any of 
these fourteen standing committees. Debate and action in the Methodist Gen¬ 
eral Conference arose In connection with the reports of these fifteen legislative 
committees. 

The rule was that the Plan of Union could not be amended unilaterally. There 
was therefore established a Joint Conference Committee on Legislation with 
equal number from each denomination.* Each General Conference was free 
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to propose amendments and such proposals went to this Joint Committee which 
would then seek to reconcile points of view and report back to their respective 
General Conferences. The theory was that this Joint Conference Committee on 
Legislation could serve in a manner comparable to the service of joint conference 
committees in the United States Congress which attempt to reconcile legislation 
pending in the Senate and in the House of Representatives and bring back to the 
respective bodies recommendations for parallel action. 

Working through these procedures, the two General Conferences agreed on 
amending Part I—The Constitution and the Enabling Legislation , as submitted 
by the Joint Commission in eleven respects. Of these, four items arose from 
vote of the Evangelical United Brethren Conference and seven from the Method¬ 
ist Conference. The Plan as now submitted to the Annual Conference in¬ 
corporates these eleven amendments. The Annual Conferences have no authority 
to amend. Their action is to be on the basis of The Constitution and Enabling 
Legislation submitted to them by their respective General Conferences. 

Prayer 

Prior to the vote on union the following prayer was offered: 

O God, our Father, we do not ask in this moment to see the distant 
scene, one step is enough. We do not ask for all prophecies to be ful¬ 
filled in this one moment, but, O God, may our hearts be ready for the 
next thing that Thou would say to us. 

We thank Thee for those who have loved and labored, who have 
served sacrificially, who have forgotten themselves because they 
have dedicated themselves to a great cause; and now in this moment 
of silence, with each of us before Thee, our Father, searching his own 
heart, standing before his own judgment bar of conscience and con¬ 
viction, may we hear Thy voice, and may Thy voice be saying to each 
one of us, this is the way, walk ye in it. 

In this spirit may we come to this moment of decision for which we 
have been seeking to prepare ourselves. Lord, grant that Thy Holy 
Spirit may indeed give us leadership, and that we may take counsel not 
of our fears but of our faith, that we may dare to dream and move 
ahead, knowing that before us even as behind, Thou art, and all shall 
be well. 

Forgive what we have been. Amend what we are. Order what we 
shall be in this moment and in the long days ahead, as we must live 
with ourselves, and with the choice that we make. 

In the Masters name and for his sake, we pray. Amen, 
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HISTORICAL STATEMENT 

The Plan of Union proposes to bring together The Methodist Church and 
The Evangelical United Brethren Church, two churches that share a common 
historical and spiritual heritage. They hold the same fundamental doctrines of 
faith. Ecclesiastical organization is similar. They are Protestant churches, whose 
streams of spiritual life and thought come out of the Protestant Reformation of 
the sixteenth century. 

Since their beginnings, they have lived and worked side by side in friendly 
fellowship. Had it not been for the difference in language, the Methodists working 
among English speaking people and the Evangelical and United Brethren working 
among those speaking German, they might, from the beginning, have been one 
church. Today the language barrier is gone and the uniting of forces for our 
common task and calling seems appropriate and timely. Brief historical sketches 
of the two churches, taken from their respective Disciplines, follow. 

The Methodist Church 

The Methodist Church is a church of Christ in which “the pure Word of God 
is preached, and the Sacraments duly administered.” This church is a great 
Protestant body, though it did not come directly out of the Reformation but had 
its origin within the Church of England. Its founder was John Wesley, a clergy¬ 
man of that church, as was his father before him. His mother, Susanna Wesley, 
was a woman of zeal, devotion, and strength of character who was perhaps the 
greatest single human influence in Wesleys life. 

Nurtured in this devout home, educated at Oxford University, the young 
John Wesley, like a second Paul, sought in vain for religious satisfaction by the 
strict observance of the rules of religion and the ordinances of the church. The 
turning point in his life came when, at a prayer meeting in Aldersgate Street, 
London, on May 24, 1738, he learned what Paul had discovered, that it is not 
by rules and laws, nor by our own efforts at self-perfection, but by faith in God's 
mercy as it comes to us in Christ, that man may enter upon life and peace. 

The gospel which Wesley thus found for himself he began to proclaim to 
others, first to companions who sought his counsel, including his brother Charles, 
then in widening circles that took him throughout the British Isles. His mes¬ 
sage had a double emphasis, which has remained with Methodism to this day. 
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First was the gospel of God's grace, offered to all men and equal to every human 
need. Second was the moral ideal which this gospel presents to men. The 
Bible, he declared, knows no salvation which is not salvation from sin. He called 
men to holiness of life, and this holiness, he insisted, is “social holiness,” the love 
and service of their fellow men. Methodism meant “Christianity in earnest.” 
The General Rules which are still found in our Discipline are the directions 
which Wesley gave to his followers to enable them to test the sincerity of their 
purpose and to guide them in this life. 

Wesley did not plan to found a new church. In his work he simply followed, 
like Paul, the clear call of God, first to preach the gospel to the needy who were 
not being reached by the Established Church and its clergy, second to take care 
of those who were won to the Christian life. Step by step he was led on until 
Methodism became a great and transforming movement in the life of England. 
He gathered his people in groups, in classes and societies. He appointed leaders. 
He found men who were ready to carry the gospel to the masses, speaking on the 
streets, in the open fields, and in private homes. These men were not ordained 
ministers but lay preachers, or “local preachers,” as they were called. He ap¬ 
pointed these men, assigned them to various fields of labor, and supervised their 
work. Once a year he called them together for a conference, just as Methodist 
preachers meet in their Annual Conference sessions today. 

Wesley thus united in extraordinary fashion three notable activities, in all 
of which he excelled. One was evangelism; “The world is my parish,” he de¬ 
clared. His preachers went to the people; they did not wait for the people to 
come to them, and he himself knew the highways and byways of England as did 
no other man of his day. The second was organization and administration, by 
which he conserved the fruits of this preaching and extended its influence. The 
third was his appreciation of education and his use of the printed page. He made 
the press a servant of the Church and was the father of the mass circulation of 
inexpensive books, pamphlets, and periodicals. 

From England Methodism spread to Ireland and then to America. In 1766 
Philip Embury, a lay preacher from Ireland, began to preach in the city of New 
York. At about the same time Robert Strawbridge, another lay preacher from 
Ireland, settled in Frederick County, Maryland, and began the work there. In 
1769 Wesley sent Richard Boardman and Joseph Pilmoor to America, and two 
years later Francis Asbury, who became the great leader of American Methodism. 

Methodism was especially adapted to American life. These itinerant preach¬ 
ers served the people under conditions where a settled ministry was not feasible. 
They sought out the scattered homes, followed the tide of migration as it moved 
west, preached the gospel, organized societies, established “preaching places,” 
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and formed these into '‘circuits.” Thus by the close of the American Revolution 
the Methodists numbered some fifteen thousand members and eighty preachers. 

In the beginning Wesley had thought of his fellows not as constituting a church 
but simply as forming so many societies. The preachers were not ordained, and 
the members were supposed to receive the Sacraments in the Anglican Church. 
But the Anglican clergy in America were few and far between. The Revolution 
had severed America from England, and Methodism to all intents and purposes 
had become an independent church. Wesley responded to appeals for help 
from America by asking the Bishop of London to ordain some of his preachers. 
Failing in this, he himself ordained two men and set aside Dr. Thomas Coke, 
who was a presbyter of the Church of England, to be a superintendent, “to 
preside over the flock of Christ” in America. Coke was directed to ordain Francis 
Asbury as a second superintendent. 

At the Christmas Conference, which met in Baltimore December 24, 1784, 
some sixty preachers, with Dr. Coke and his companions, organized the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in America. Wesley had sent over The Sunday Service , a 
simplified form of the English Book of Common Prayer, with the Articles of Re¬ 
ligion reduced in number. This book they adopted, adding to the articles one 
which recognized the independence of the new nation. 

Our present Articles of Religion come from this book and unite us with the 
historic faith of Christendom. Our Ritual, too, though it has been modified, has 
this as its source. However, the forms for public worship taken from the Book 
of Common Prayer were not adapted to the freer religious life of American Meth¬ 
odism and never entered into common use. Instead, Methodism created a book 
of its own, its Discipline. This contains today the Articles of Religion, Wesley's 
General Rules, the Ritual and other forms of worship, and a large section which 
deals with the ministry, the various church organizations, and the rules governing 
the life and work of the church. 

In the history of Methodism two notable divisions occurred. In 1828 a group 
of earnest and godly persons, largely moved by an insistence on lay representation, 
separated and became the Methodist Protestant Church. In 1844 there was 
another division, the cause being construed by some as the question of slavery, 
by others as a constitutional issue over the powers of the General Conference 
versus the episcopacy. After years of negotiation a Plan of Union was agreed 
upon; and on May 10, 1939, The Methodist Episcopal Church, The Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, and The Methodist Protestant Church united to form 
The Methodist Church. 

The Methodist Church believes today, as Methodism has from the first, that 
the only infallible proof of a true church of Christ is its ability to seek and to save 
the lost, to disseminate the Pentecostal spirit and life, to spread scriptural holiness, 
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and to transform all peoples and nations through the gospel of Christ. The sole 
object of the rules, regulations, and usages of The Methodist Church is to aid the 
church in fulfilling its divine commission. United Methodism thanks God for the 
new life and strength which have come with reunion, while realizing the new 
obligations which this brings. At the same time it rejoices in the fact that it is 
a part of the one Church of our Lord and shares in a common task. Its spirit is 
still expressed in Wesley's words: “I desire to have a league, offensive and de¬ 
fensive, with every soldier of Christ. We have not only one faith, one hope, one 
Lord, but are directly engaged in one warfare.” 

The Evangelical United Brethren Church 

The Evangelical United Brethren Church was organized early in the nine¬ 
teenth century and was part of the great evangelical awakening of the time. It 
was among the first of the denominations organized after the birth of our nation. 
In its present form it represents the union, consummated in 1946, of the Church 
of the United Brethren in Christ and The Evangelical Church. 

Church of the United Brethren in Christ 

In the eighteenth century it pleased the Lord our God to awaken persons in 
different parts of the world who should raise up the Christian religion from its 
fallen state and preach the gospel of Christ crucified in its purity. 

Among others, God raised up William Otterbein and Martin Boehm, in the 
State of .Pennsylvania, and George A. Geeting, in the State of Maryland, armed 
them with spirit, grace, and strength to labor in His neglected vineyard, and to 
call, among the Germans in America, sinners to repentance. These men obeyed 
the call of their Lord and Master. Their labors were blessed, and they established 
in many places excellent societies and led many precious souls to Jesus Christ. 
Their sphere of action spread more and more, so that they found it necessary to 
look about for more fellow-laborers to toil in the vineyard of the Lord, for the 
harvest was great and the laborers were few. The Lord called others who were 
willing to devote their strength to His service. Such persons were accepted by 
one or another of the preachers as fellow-laborers. 

The number of members in the society in different parts of the country con¬ 
tinued to increase as time passed, and the gracious work of reformation spread 
through the states of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia. Several great meet¬ 
ings were appointed and held annually. On such occasions Otterbein would 
hold particular conversations with the preachers then present, and represent to 
them the importance of the ministry and the necessity of their utmost endeavors 
to save souls. At one of these meetings it was resolved to hold a conference of 
all the preachers in order to consider in what manner they might be most useful. 
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The first Conference was held in the city of Baltimore, Maryland, in 1789 
with seven preachers present. A second Conference was held in Paradise Town¬ 
ship, York County, Pennsylvania in 1791. 

Meantime, the number of members continued to increase, and the preachers 
were obliged to appoint an Annual Conference in order to unite themselves more 
closely and to labor more successfully in the vineyard of the Lord; for some 
had been Presbyterians or German Reformed, some Lutherans, and others Men- 
nonites. They accordingly held a conference September 25, 1800, in Frederick 
County, Maryland, and there united themselves into a Society which bore the 
name United Brethren in Christ , and elected William Otterbein and Martin 
Boehm as Superintendents or Bishops, and agreed that each of them should have 
liberty as to the mode of baptism, to administer it according to his own con¬ 
victions. 

From this time, the Society increasing still more and more, preachers were 
appointed to travel regularly as the number of preaching-places could not other¬ 
wise be supplied. The work soon extended into the states of Ohio and Kentucky. 
It then became necessary to appoint a Conference in the State of Ohio. 

Meantime, Martin Boehm and George A. Geeting died, and Bishop Otter¬ 
bein desired that another bishop should be elected, because infirmity and old age 
would not permit him to superintend any longer, who should take charge of the 
Society and preserve discipline and order. It was resolved at a former Confer¬ 
ence that whenever one of the bishops died another should be elected in his 
place. Accordingly Christian Newcomer was elected bishop to take charge of 
and superintend the concerns of the Society. The Society, up to this time, had 
no book of discipline. Hence it was resolved that a General Conference should 
be held for the purpose of providing such a book. The Conference convened 
on the 6th of June, 1815, near Mt. Pleasant, Westmoreland County, Pennsyl¬ 
vania. After mature deliberation, they presented to their brethren a Book of 
Discipline containing the doctrine and rules of the Church, desiring that these, 
together with the Word of God should be strictly observed and admonished the 
membership that "God is a God of order; but where there is no order and no 
church discipline, the spirit of love and charity will be lost.” 

The Evangelical Church 

Upon the instruction and advice of that godly minister of the Gospel, Jacob 
Albright, a number of persons in the State of Pennsylvania who had become 
deeply convinced of their sinful state through his ministrations, and who ear¬ 
nestly groaned to be delivered from sin, united A.D. 1800, and agreed to pray 
with and for each other, that they might be saved from sin and flee from the 
Wrath to come. 
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In order to accomplish this work properly, they agreed mutually to spend 
each Sunday in prayer and in the exercise of godliness; also to meet each Wed¬ 
nesday evening for prayer; diligently endeavoring to avoid everything evil and 
sinful, and to do all manner of good as God should give them strength and 
ability. The number of those disposed to attend these meetings soon increased 
and grew daily. 

The first steps toward organization were taken by Jacob Albright in 1800 
when he organized three classes, appointing a class leader for each class. On 
November 3, 1803, there was held the first council of the denomination, and the 
first Conference was held in 1807, at what is now Kleinfeltersville, Lebanon 
County, Pennsylvania. 

As Jacob Albright by the grace of God was the instrument of their solemn 
union and holy zeal in the exercise of godliness, they were at first frequently 
called “The Albrights.” But in the year 1816, they formally adopted the name, 
The Evangelical Association, which is, therefore, an ecclesiastical union of 
such persons as desire to have not merely the form of godliness, but strive to 
possess the substance and power thereof. 

After almost a century of denominational life and activity, differences arose 
in the Church which in 1891 culminated in a division, a considerable number 
of ministers and members organizing themselves in 1892 into a denomination 
under the name of The United Evangelical Church. The two denominations, 
The Evangelical Association and The United Evangelical Church, continued 
their activities side by side, both endeavoring to carry on the work of the Lord 
with zeal and devotion. Both churches grew in numbers and in missionary 
enterprise. At the end of the second decade of the separation, the growing 
conviction that the two churches should be reunited, began to find articulate 
expression and in 1922 the two were united under the name of The Evangelical 
Church. 


The United Methodist Church 

The United Methodist Church brings together two streams of spiritual life 
with similar emphasis which had their beginnings in the evangelistic concerns 
and passion of John Wesley, Francis Asbury, William Otterbein, Jacob Albright, 
Martin Boehm and others who labored with them. These men were dedicated 
to the task of preaching the gospel to their fellow countrymen. 

Since they were men deeply moved by a common faith and zeal, and held 
a like emphasis upon personal spiritual experience of salvation, it is no surprise 
to find them working in close fellowship with one another. They often conferred 
with each other, and sometimes traveled together on their preaching missions. 
In many communities they shared the same building, with the Methodist 
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preachers conducting services in English at one hour and the Evangelical or 
United Brethren preachers conducting a German service at another hour. There 
are many references to the Asbury groups as “English Methodists” and the 
Otterbein-Boehm-Albright groups as “German Methodists.” 

The firm conviction that Christian faith and experience ought to be expressed 
in holy living led these early leaders to adopt similar patterns of ecclesiastical 
organization and discipline to assist Christians in spiritual growth and Christian 
witness. 

When Asbury was ordained and consecrated as a bishop in 1784, Otterbein 
participated with the laying on of hands. When Otterbein ordained Christian 
Newcomer, he requested that a Methodist minister participate. William 
Ryland responded and joined Otterbein in the laying on of hands in the act of 
ordination. 

There is evidence that Asbury conferred with Otterbein when he was working 
on the Book of Discipline for the Methodists. When this Discipline was later 
translated into German, it became the basis for the Discipline of the Vereinigten 
Bruder (later known as the United Brethren in Christ) and the Evangelische 
Gemeinschaft (later known as the Evangelical Church), 

Over the years there have been many conversations concerning union. Bishop 
Newcomer's journal records such a conversation as early as April 1, 1803. In 
1871, the Evangelical Association voted by a narrow margin of one to join the 
Methodists, but union was never consummated. During the past several years, 
these conversations, under the instruction and authorization of the respective 
General Conferences, have led to a plan and basis of union that will unite 
The Evangelical United Brethren Church and The Methodist Church into The 
United Methodist Church. This proposed union embodies the history and 
traditions of the following churches which are Methodist in name or tradition: 


Methodist Episcopal Church 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South 
Methodist Protestant Church 
Methodist Church (merged into 
Protestant Methodist Church in 
1877) 

United Brethren in Christ 


Evangelical Association 
United Evangelical Church 
The Evangelical Church 
The Methodist Church 
The Evangelical United Brethren 
Church 
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Part I 

THE CONSTITUTION 

PREAMBLE 

The church is a community of all true believers under the Lordship of Christ. 
It is the redeemed and redeeming fellowship in which the Word of God is 
preached by men divinely called, and the Sacraments are duly administered 
according to Christ's own appointment. Under the discipline of the Holy Spirit 
the church seeks to provide for the maintenance of worship, the edification of 
believers and the redemption of the world. 

The Church of Jesus Christ exists in and for the world and its very divided¬ 
ness is a hindrance to its mission in that world. 

The prayers and intentions of The Methodist Church and The Evangelical 
United Brethren Church have been and are for obedience to the will of our Lord 
that His people be one, in humility for the present brokenness of the church and 
in gratitude that opportunities for reunion have been given. In harmony with 
ihese prayers and intentions these churches do now propose to unite, in the con¬ 
fident assurance that this act is an expression of the oneness of Christ's people. 

Conversations concerning union between the two churches and their con¬ 
stituent members have taken place over a long period of years and the churches 
have a long and impressive history of fellowship and cooperation. 

Therefore, we, the Commissions on Church Union of The Methodist Church, 
and of The Evangelical United Brethren Church, holding that these churches 
are essentially one in origin, in belief, in spirit, and in purpose, and desiring that 
this essential unity be made actual in organization and administration in the 
United States of America and throughout the world, do hereby propose and 
transmit to our respective General Conferences the following Plan of Union and 
recommend to the two churches its adoption by the processes which they re¬ 
spectively require. 

DIVISION ONE 

IfL Art. I. Declaration of Union .—The Evangelical United Brethren Church 
and The Methodist Church shall be united in one church. The united church, as 
thus constituted, is, and shall be, the ecclesiastical and legal successor of the two 
uniting churches. 
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ff2. Art. II. Name .—The name of the church shall be The United Methodist 
Church. The name of the church may be translated freely into languages other 
than English as the General Conference may determine. 

flS. Art. III. Articles of Religion and the Confession of Faith .—The Articles 
of Religion and the Confession of Faith shall be those currently held by The 
Methodist Church and The Evangelical United Brethren Church respectively. 

f4. Art. IV. Inclusiveness of the Church. —The United Methodist Church is 
a part of the Church Universal which is one Body in Christ. Therefore all per¬ 
sons, without regard to race, color, national origin, or economic condition, shall 
be eligible to attend its worship services, to participate in its programs, and, 
when they take the appropriate vows, to be admitted into its membership in any 
local church in the connection. In The United Methodist Church no conference 
or other organizational unit of the church shall be structured so as to exclude 
any member or any constituent body of the church because of race, color, 
national origin, or economic condition. 

fl5. Art. V. Ecumenical Relations. —As part of the Church Universal, The 
United Methodist Church believes that the Lord of the Church is calling Christians 
everywhere to strive toward unity and therefore it will seek, and work for, unity 
at all levels of church life: through world relationships with other Methodist 
churches and united churches related to The Methodist Church or The Evan¬ 
gelical United Brethren Church, through councils of churches, and through 
plans of union with churches of Methodist or other denominational traditions. 

fl6. Art. VI. Title to Properties. —Titles to properties in The Evangelical 
United Brethren Church and The Methodist Church shall, upon consummation of 
the union, automatically vest in The United Methodist Church. Nothing in the Flan 
of Union at any time after the union is to be construed so as to require any local 
church or any other property owner of the former The Evangelical United 
Brethren Church or the former The Methodist Church to alienate or in any 
way to change the title to property contained in its deed or deeds at the time of 
union; and lapse of time or usage shall not affect said title or control. 

DIVISION TWO-ORGANIZATION 
Section I. Conferences. 

ff7. Art. I.—There shall be a General Conference for the entire church with 
such powers, duties, and privileges as are hereinafter set forth. 

fl8. Art. II. —There shall be Jurisdictional Conferences for the church in the 
United States of America and Canada, with such powers, duties, and privileges 
as are hereinafter set forth; provided that in The United Methodist Church there 
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shall be no jurisdictional or central conference based on any ground other than 
geographical and regional division. 

j[9. Art, III .—There shall be Central Conferences for the church outside the 
United States of America and Canada, and if necessary Provisional Central Con¬ 
ferences, all with such powers, duties, and privileges as are hereinafter set forth. 

fflO. Art. IV .—There shall be Annual Conferences as the fundamental bodies of 
the church, and if necessary Provisional Annual Conferences, with such powers, 
duties, and privileges as are hereinafter set forth, 

Ifll* Arf. V.—There shall be a Charge Conference for each church or charge 
with such powers, duties, and privileges as are hereinafter set forth. 

Section II. General Conference. 

f 12. Art. I .—The General Conference shall be composed of not less than 600 
nor more than 1000 delegates, one half of whom shall be ministers and one half 
lay members, to be elected by the Annual Conferences. 

1fl3. Art II .—The General Conference shall meet in the month of April or May 
once in four years at such time and in such place as shall be determined by the 
General Conference or by its duly authorized committees. 

A special session of General Conference, possessing the authority and exer¬ 
cising all the powers of the General Conference, may be called by the Council 
of Bishops, or in such other manner as the General Conference may from time 
Lu time prescribe, to meet at such time and in such place as may be stated in the 
call. Such special session of the General Conference shall be composed of the 
delegates to the preceding General Conference or their lawful successors, except 
that when a particular Annual Conference shall prefer to have a new election it 
may do so. The purpose of such special session shall be stated in the call and 
only such business shall be transacted as is in harmony with the purpose stated 
in such call unless the General Conference by a two-thirds vote shall determine 
that other business may be transacted. 

If 14. Art. III .—The General Conference shall fix the ratio of representation 
in the General, Jurisdictional, and Central Conferences from the Annual Con¬ 
ferences and the Provisional Annual Conferences, computed on a two-factor 
basis: (1) the number of ministerial members of the Annual Conference and 
(2) the number of church members in the Annual Conference; provided that 
each Annual Conference or Provisional Annual Conference, except for the 
Provisional Annual Conferences of a Central Conference or a Provisional Cen¬ 
tral Conference, shall be entitled to at least one ministerial and one lay dele¬ 
gate in the General Conference and also in the Jurisdictional or Central Con¬ 
ference. 
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jf 15. Art. IV .—The General Conference shall have full legislative power over 
all matters distinctively connectional, and in the exercise of this power shall have 
authority as follows: 

1. To define and fix the conditions, privileges, and duties of church member¬ 
ship which shall in every case be without reference to race or status. 

2. To define and fix the powers and duties of elders, deacons, supply preachers, 
local preachers, exhorters, and deaconesses. 

3. To define and fix the powers and duties of Annual Conferences, Provisional 
Annual Conferences, Missionary Conferences and Missions, and of Central Con¬ 
ferences, District Conferences, Charge Conferences and Congregational Meetings. 

4. To provide for the organization, promotion, and administration of the 
work of the church outside the United States of America and Canada. 

5. To define and fix the powers, duties, and privileges of the episcopacy, to 
adopt a plan for the support of the bishops, to provide a uniform rule for their 
retirement, and to provide for the discontinuance of a bishop because of ineffi¬ 
ciency or unacceptability. 

6. To provide and revise the Hymnal and Ritual of the church and to regu¬ 
late all matters relating to the form and mode of worship, subject to the limita¬ 
tions of the first and second Restrictive Rules. 

7. To provide a judicial system and a method of judicial procedure for the 
church, except as herein otherwise prescribed. 

8. To initiate and to direct all connectional enterprises of the church, and 
to provide boards for their promotion and administration. 

9. To determine and provide for raising and distributing funds necessary 
to carry on the work of the church. 

10. To fix a uniform basis upon which bishops shall be elected by the Juris¬ 
dictional Conferences and to determine the number of bishops that may be 
elected by Central Conferences. 

11. To select its presiding officers from the bishops, through a committee; 
provided that the bishops shall select from their own number the presiding 
officer of the opening session. 

12. To change the number and the boundaries of Jurisdictional Conferences 
upon the consent of a majority of the Annual Conferences in each Jurisdictional 
Conference involved. 

13. To establish such commissions for the general work of the church as may 
be deemed advisable. 

14. To secure the rights and privileges of membership in all agencies, pro¬ 
grams, and institutions in The United Methodist Church regardless of race or 
status. 
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15. To enact such other legislation as may be necessary, subject to the limita¬ 
tions and restrictions of the Constitution of the church. 

Section III. Restrictive Rules. 

p6. Art. I .—The General Conference shall not revoke, alter, or change our 
Articles of Religion or establish any new standards or rules of doctrine contrary 
to our present existing and established standards of doctrine. 

Art. II .—The General Conference shall not revoke, alter, or change our 
Confession of Faith. 

P7. Art. III .—The General Conference shall not change or alter any part or 
rule of our government so as to do away with episcopacy or destroy the plan of 
our itinerant general superintendency. 

j[18. Art. IV .—The General Conference shall not do away with the privileges 
of our ministers of right to trial by a committee and of an appeal; neither shall 
it do away with the privileges of our members of right to trial before the church, 
or by a committee, and of an appeal. 

1fl9. Art. V .—The General Conference shall not revoke or change the “Gen¬ 
eral Rules of our United Societies.” 

If20. Art. VI—The General Conference shall not appropriate the net income 
of the publishing houses, the book concerns, or the Chartered Fund to any 
purpose other than for the benefit of retired or disabled preachers, their wives, 
widows ? and children or other beneficiaries of the ministerial pension systems. 

jf21. Art. VII .—The General Conference shall not do away with the following 
rights, which are hereby defined: In order that The Evangelical United Brethren 
Church shall be assured of effective representation in The United Methodist 
Church it is agreed that at the level of the General Conference, Jurisdictional 
Conferences, and Central Conferences and on all boards and agencies at the 
Annual Conference, Central Conference, Jurisdictional Conference and General 
Conference levels, in every instance there shall be chosen, during the first three 
quadrenniums following union, at least twice the number of representatives 
coming from The Evangelical United Brethren Church membership as the 
relative numerical membership in said particular conference would indicate in 
relationship to the number of representatives coming from The Methodist 
Church, and further agreed that during such period every General Conference 
and Jurisdictional Conference, and if practical every Central Conference and 
Annual Conference, board, or agency, regardless of size, shall have at least 
one such representative; provided that this provision shall not be applied so as to 
give to representatives coming from The Evangelical United Brethren Church 
a majority position which, except for this provision, they would not have; and 
further provided that in the Germany Central Conference during the first three 
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quadrenniums following union the relative number of representatives coming 
from the former Methodist Church and the former Evangelische Gemeinschaft 
shall be equal. The relative numerical membership shall be computed by taking 
the membership of The Evangelical United Brethren Church as reported im¬ 
mediately prior to union and the total membership of the particular conference 
immediately after union. The General Conference may adopt legislative rules 
designed to carry out the intent and spirit of this provision. At the termination 
of the first three quadrenniums following union, this Article VI shall be auto¬ 
matically deleted from the Constitution. 

Section IV. Jurisdictional Conferences. 

|f22. Art, I ,—'The Jurisdictional Conferences shall be composed of as many 
representatives from the Annual Conferences as shall be determined by a uni¬ 
form basis established by the General Conference. 

f23. Art. II .—All Jurisdictional Conferences shall have the same status and 
the same privileges of action within the limits fixed by the Constitution. The 
ratio of representation of the Annual Conferences in the General Conference shall 
be the same for all Jurisdictional Conferences. 

|f24. Art. Ill ,—The General Conferences shall fix the basis of representation 
in the Jurisdictional Conferences; provided that the Jurisdictional Conferences 
shall be composed of an equal number of ministerial and lay delegates to be 
elected by the Annual Conferences and the Provisional Annual Conferences. 

f25. Art, IV .—Each Jurisdictional Conference shall meet at the time deter¬ 
mined by the Council of Bishops or its delegated committee, each Jurisdictional 
Conference convening on the same date as the others and at a place selected 
by the Jurisdictional Committee on Entertainment, appointed by its College of 
Bishops unless such a committee has been appointed by the preceding Juris¬ 
dictional Conference. 

f26. Art. V .—The Jurisdictional Conferences shall have the following powers 
and duties and such others as may be conferred by the General Conferences: 

1. To promote the evangelistic, educational, missionary, and benevolent inter¬ 
ests of the church, and to provide for interests and institutions within their 
boundaries. 

2. To elect bishops and to cooperate in carrying out such plans for their 
support as may be determined by the General Conference. 

3. To establish and constitute Jurisdictional Conference boards as auxiliary 
to the general boards of the church as the need may appear, and to choose their 
representatives on the general boards in such manner as the General Conference 
may determine. 
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4. To determine the boundaries of their Annual Conferences; provided that 
there shall be no Annual Conference with a membership of fewer than fifty min¬ 
isters in full connection, except by the consent of the General Conference; and 
provided further that this provision shall not apply to Annual Conferences of the 
former The Evangelical United Brethren Church during the first three quad- 
renniums after union. 

5. To make rules and regulations for the administration of the work of the 
church within the jurisdiction, subject to such powers as have been or shall be 
vested in the General Conference. 

6. To appoint a Committee on Appeals to hear and determine the appeal of 
a traveling preacher of that jurisdiction from the decision of a trial committee. 
Section V. Central Conferences. 

f27. Art . I .—There shall be Central Conferences for the work of church 
outside the United States of America and Canada with such duties, powers, and 
privileges as are hereinafter set forth. The number and boundaries of the Cen¬ 
tral Conferences shall be determined by the Uniting Conference. Subsequently 
the General Conference shall have authority to change the number and bound¬ 
aries of Central Conferences. The Central Conferences shall have the duties, 
powers, and privileges hereinafter set forth. 

fl28. Art. II .—The Central Conferences shall be composed of as many dele¬ 
gates as shall be determined by a basis established by the General Conference. 
The delegates shall be ministerial and lay in equal numbers. 

fl29. Art. III .—The Central Conferences shall meet within the year succeed¬ 
ing the meeting of the General Conference at such times and places as shall 
have been determined by the preceding respective Central Conferences or by 
commissions appointed by them, or by the General Conference. The date 
and place of the first meeting succeeding the Uniting Conference shall be 
fixed by the bishops of the respective Central Conferences, or in such manner 
as shall be determined by the General Conference. 

|30. Art. IV .—The Central Conferences shall have the following powers and 
duties and such others as may be conferred by the General Conference; 

1. To promote the evangelistic, educational, missionary, social-concern, and 
benevolent interests and institutions of the church within their own boundaries. 

2. To elect the bishops for the respective Central Conferences in number as 
may be determined from time to time, upon a basis fixed by the General Con¬ 
ference, and to cooperate in carrying out such plans for the support of their 
bishops as may be determined by the General Conference. 

3. To establish and constitute such Central Conference boards as may be 
required and to elect their administrative officers. 

1 To determine the boundaries of the Annual Conferences within their 
respective areas. 
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5. To make such rules and regulations for the administration of the work 
within their boundaries including such changes and adaptations of the General 
Discipline as 'the conditions in the respective areas may require, subject to the 
powers that have been or shall be vested in the General Conference. 

6. To appoint a Judicial Court to determine legal questions arising on the 
rules, regulations, and such revised, adapted, or new sections of the Central 
Conference Discipline enacted by the Central Conference. 

7. To appoint a Committee on Appeals to hear and determine the appeal 
of a traveling preacher of that Central Conference from the decision of a Com¬ 
mittee on Trial. 

Section VI. Episcopal Administration in Central Conferences. 

1f3I. Art. I .—The bishops of the Central Conferences shall be elected by 
their respective Central Conferences and inducted into office in the historic 
manner. 

1f32. Art. II .—The bishops of the Central Conferences shall have member¬ 
ship in the Council of Bishops with vote. 

1f33. Art. Ill .—The bishops of the Central Conferences shall preside in the 
sessions of their respective Central Conferences. 

1f34. Art. IV .—The bishops of each Central Conference shall arrange the 
plan of episcopal visitation within their Central Conference. 

fl35. Art. V .—The Council of Bishops may assign one of their number to 
visit each Central Conference. When so assigned the bishop shall be recognized 
as the accredited representative of the general church and when requested by a 
majority of the bishops resident in that conference may exercise therein the 
functions of the episcopacy. 

Section VII. Annual Conferences. 

j[36. Art. I .—The Annual Conference shall be composed of ministerial mem¬ 
bers as defined by the General Conference, together with a lay member elected 
by each charge, the conference president of Women's Society of Christian Service, 
the conference president of United Methodist Men, and the conference lay 
leader. Each charge served by more than one minister shall be entitled to as 
many lay members as there are ministerial members. The lay members shall be 
at least twenty-one (21) years of age and shall have been for the four years 
next preceding their election members of one of the constituent churches forming 
this union, or of The United Methodist Church. 

|f37. Art. II .—The Annual Conference is the basic body in the church, and 
as such shall have reserved to it the right to vote on all constitutional amend¬ 
ments, on the election of ministerial and lay delegates to the General and the 
Jurisdictional or Central Conferences, on all matters relating to the character 
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and conference relations of its ministerial members, and on the ordination of 
ministers, and such other rights as have not been delegated to the General Con¬ 
ference under the Constitution, with the exception that the lay members may 
not vote on matters of ordination, character, and conference relations of min¬ 
isters. It shall discharge such duties and exercise such powers as the General 
Conference under the Constitution may determine. 

]f38. Art. Ill—The Annual Conference shall elect ministerial and lay dele¬ 
gates to the General Conference and to its jurisdictional or Central Conference 
in the manner provided in this section, Articles IV and V. The persons first 
elected up to the number determined by the ratio for representation in the Gen¬ 
eral Conference shall be representatives in that body. Additional delegates shall 
be elected to complete the number' determined by the ratio for representation 
in the Jurisdictional or Central Conference, who, together with those first elected 
as above, shall be delegates in the Jurisdictional or Central Conference. The 
additional delegates to the Jurisdictional or Central Conference shall in the 
order of their election be the reserve delegates to the General Conference. The 
Annual Conference shall also elect reserve ministerial and lay delegates to the 
Jurisdictional or Central Conference as it may deem desirable. 

j[39. Art . IV .—The ministerial delegates to the General Conference and to 
the Jurisdictional or Central Conference shall be elected by the ministerial 
members in full connection with the Annual Conference or Provisional Annual 
Conference; provided that such delegates shall have been traveling preachers 
in the constituent churches forming this union, or in The United Methodist 
Church, for at least four years next preceding their election and are in full 
connection with the Annual Conference or Provisional Annual Conference electing 
them when elected and at the time of holding the General and Jurisdictional or 
Central Conferences. 

f40. Art. V .—The lay delegates to the General Conference and to the Juris¬ 
dictional or Central Conferences shall be elected by the lay members of the An¬ 
nual Conference or Provisional Annual Conference; provided that such dele¬ 
gates be at least twenty-one (21) years of age and shall have been members of 
one of the constituent churches forming this union, or of The United Methodist 
Church, for at least four years next preceding their election, and are members 
thereof within the Annual Conference electing them at the time of holding the 
General and Jurisdictional or Central Conferences. 

|41. Art. VI .—For a period of twelve years following union, Annual Confer¬ 
ences shall not have their names or boundaries changed without their consent; and 
during such period Annual Conferences formerly of The Evangelical United 
Brethren Church may in electing delegates to General, jurisdictional, and Gentral 
Conferences and their Superintendents of Districts continue their time-honored 
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methods, the provisions of Division Two, Section VII, Arts. IV and V; Division 
Two, Section VIII, Art. IV; and Division Three, Art. IX , notwithstanding; but 
nothing herein shall be construed as preventing the elimination of Annual Con¬ 
ferences based on race. 

Section VIII. Boundaries. 

|f42. Art. I .—The United Methodist Church shall have Jurisdictional Confer¬ 
ences made up as follows:. 

Northeastern—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, New York, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, West Vir¬ 
ginia, Delaware, District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Province of Ontario. 

Southeastern—Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Ala¬ 
bama, Tennessee, Kentucky, Mississippi. 

North Central—Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, 
North Dakota, South Dakota. 

South Central—Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
Texas, New Mexico. 

Western—Washington, Idaho, Oregon, California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, 
Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, Alaska, Hawaii, Provinces of Manitoba, Saskatche¬ 
wan, Alberta and British Columbia. 

|43. Art. II. —The work of the church outside the United States of America 
and Canada may be formed into Central Conferences, the number and boundaries 
of which shall be determined by the Uniting Conference, the General Conference 
having authority subsequently to make changes in the. number and boundaries. 

jf44. Art. Ill .—Changes in the number, names, and boundaries of the Juris¬ 
dictional Conferences may be effected by the General Conference upon the con¬ 
sent of a majority of the Annual Conferences of each of the Jurisdictional Con¬ 
ferences involved. 

j[45. Art. IV. —Changes in the number, names, and boundaries of the Annual 
Conferences may be effected by the Jurisdictional Conferences in the United 
States of America and Canada and by the Central Conferences outside the United 
States of America and Canada according to the provisions under the respective 
powers of the Jurisdictional and the Central Conferences. 

|f46. Art. V.—Transfer of Local Churches. 1. A local church may be trans¬ 
ferred from one Annual Conference to another in which it is geographically 
located upon approval by a two-thirds vote of those present and voting in 
each of the following: 

(a) The Charge Conference. 

( b ) The Congregational Meeting of the local church. 

(c) Each of the two Annual Conferences involved. 
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The vote shall be certified by the secretaries of the specified conferences 
or meeting to the bishops having supervision of the Annual Conferences in¬ 
volved, and upon their announcement of the required majorities the transfer 
shall immediately be effective. 

2. The vote on approval of transfer shall be taken by each Annual Con¬ 
ference at its first session after the matter is submitted to it. 

3. Transfers under the provisions of this article shall not be governed 
or restricted by other provisions of this Constitution relating to changes of 
boundaries of conferences. 

Section IX. District Conferences. 

jf47. Art. I .—There may be organized in an Annual Conference, District 
Conferences composed of such persons and invested with such powers as the 
General Conference may determine. 

Section X. Charge Conferences. 

j[48. Art. I .—There shall be organized in each charge a Charge Conference 
composed of such persons and invested with such powers as the General Con¬ 
ference shall provide. 

jf49. Art. II.—Election of Church Officers . Unless the General Conference 
shall order otherwise, the officers of the church or churches constituting a 
charge shall be elected by the Charge Conference or by the members of said 
church or churches at a meeting called for that purpose, as may be arranged 
by the Charge Conference, unless the election is otherwise required by local 
church charters or state or provincial laws. 

DIVISION THREE—EPISCOPAL SUPERVISION 

jf50. Art. I .—There shall be a continuance of an episcopacy in The United 
Methodist Church, of like plan, powers, privileges, and duties as now exist in 
The Methodist Church and in The Evangelical United Brethren Church in all 
those matters in which they agree and may be considered identical; and the 
differences between these historic episcopacies are deemed to be reconciled 
and harmonized by and in this Plan of Union and Constitution of The United 
Methodist Church and actions taken pursuant thereto so that a unified superin- 
tendency and episcopacy is hereby created and established of, in, and by those 
who now are and shall be bishops of The United Methodist Church; and the 
said episcopacy shall further have such powers, privileges, and duties as are 
herein set forth. 

j[51. Art . II .—The bishops shall be elected by the respective Jurisdictional 
and Central Conferences and consecrated in the historic manner at such time 
and place as may be fixed by the General Conference for those elected by the 
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jurisdictions and by each Central Conference for those elected by such Central 
Conference. 

1f52. Art. III .—There shall be a Council of Bishops composed of all the 
bishops of The United Methodist Church. The council shall meet at least 
once a year and plan for the general oversight and promotion of the temporal 
and spiritual interests of the entire church and for carrying into effect the 
rules, regulations, and responsibilities prescribed and enjoined by the General 
Conference, and in accord with the provisions set forth in this Plan of Union. 

1f53. Art. IV .—The bishops of each Jurisdictional and Central Conference 
shall constitute a College of Bishops and such College of Bishops shall ar¬ 
range the plan of episcopal supervision of the Annual Conferences, Mission 
Conferences, and Missions within their respective territories. 

f54. Art. V .—The bishops shall have residential and presidential super¬ 
vision in the Jurisdictional Conferences in which they are elected or to which 
they are transferred. Bishops may be transferred from one jurisdiction to 
another jurisdiction for presidential and residential supervision under the fol¬ 
lowing conditions: (1) The transfer of bishops may be on either of two 
bases: (a) a jurisdiction which receives a bishop by transfer from another 
jurisdiction may transfer to that jurisdiction or to a third jurisdiction one of 
its own bishops eligible for transfer, so that the number transferred in by 
each jurisdiction shall be balanced by the number transferred out, or (h) a 
jurisdiction may receive a bishop from another jurisdiction and not transfer 
out a member of its own College of Bishops. (2) No bishop shall be trans¬ 
ferred unless he shall have given his specific consent. (3) No bishop shall 
be eligible for transfer unless he shall have served one quadrennium in the 
jurisdiction which elected him to the episcopacy. (4) All such transfers shall 
require the approval by a majority vote of the members, present and voting, 
of the Jurisdictional Conferences which are involved after consideration by 
the Committees on Episcopacy. After the above procedures have been fol¬ 
lowed, the transferring bishop shall become a member of the receiving Col¬ 
lege of Bishops and shall be subject to residential assignment by that Juris¬ 
dictional Conference. 

A bishop may be assigned by the Council of Bishops for presidential 
service or other temporary service in another jurisdiction than that which 
elected him, provided request is made by a majority of the bishops in the 
jurisdiction of the proposed service. 

In the case of an emergency in any jurisdiction or Central Conference through 
the death or disability of a bishop or other cause, the Council of Bishops may 
assign a bishop from another jurisdiction or Central Conference to the work 
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of the said jurisdiction or Central Conference with the consent of a majority 
of the bishops of that jurisdiction or Central Conference. 

|55. Art. VI .—The bishops, both active and retired, of The Evangelical 
United Brethren Church and of The Methodist Church at the time union is 
consummated, shall be bishops of The United Methodist Church. 

The bishops of The Methodist Church elected by the jurisdictions, the 
active bishops of The Evangelical United Brethren Church at the time of 
union, and bishops elected by the jurisdictions of The United Methodist 
Church shall have life tenure. Each bishop elected by a Central Confer¬ 
ence of The Methodist Church shall have such tenure as the Central Con¬ 
ference electing him shall have determined. 

The Jurisdictional Conference shall elect a standing Committee on Epis¬ 
copacy, to consist of one ministerial and one lay delegate from each Annual 
Conference, on nomination of the Annual Conference delegation. The com¬ 
mittee shall review the work of the bishops, pass on their character and official 
administration, and report to the Jurisdictional Conference its findings for 
such action as the conference may deem appropriate within its constitutional 
warrant of power. The committee shall recommend the assignments of the 
bishops to their respective residences, for final action by the Jurisdictional 
Conference. 

j[56. Art. VII .—A bishop presiding over an Annual, Central, or Jurisdic¬ 
tional Conference shall dooido all quostions of law coming before him in tho 
regular business of a session; provided that such questions be presented in 
writing and that his decisions be recorded in the journal of the conference. 

Such an episcopal decision shall not be authoritative except for the pend¬ 
ing case until it shall have been passed upon by the Judicial Council. Each 
bishop shall report in writing annually all his decisions of law, with a syllabus 
of the same, to the Judicial Council, which shall affirm, modify, or reverse 

1f57. Art. VIII .—The bishops of the several Jurisdictional and Central Con¬ 
ferences shall preside in the sessions of their respective conferences. 

jf58. Art. IX .—In each Annual Conference there shall be one or more district 
superintendents who shall assist the bishop in the administration of the Annual 
Conference and shall have such responsibilities and term of office as the General 
Conference may determine. 

j[59. Art. X .—The bishops shall appoint, after consultation with the district 
superintendents, ministers to the charges and they shall have such responsi¬ 
bilities and authorities as the General Conference shall prescribe. 
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DIVISION FOUR—THE JUDICIARY 

|60. Art. I.—There shall be a Judicial Council. The General Conference 
shall determine the number and qualifications of its members, their terms of 
office, and the method of election and the filling of vacancies. 

1T61. Art. II .—The Judicial Council shall have authority: 

1. To determine the constitutionality of any act of the General Conference 
upon an appeal of a majority of the Council of Bishops, or one fifth of the 
members of the General Conference; and to determine the constitutionality 
of any act of a Jurisdictional or Central Conference upon an appeal of a 
majority of the bishops of that Jurisdictional or Central Conference or upon 
the appeal of one fifth of the members of that Jurisdictional or Central Con¬ 
ference. 

2. To hear and determine any appeal from a bishop's decision on a ques¬ 
tion of law made in the Annual Conference when said appeal has been made 
by one fifth of that conference present and voting. 

3. To pass upon decisions of law made by bishops in Annual Conferences. 

4. To hear and determine the legality of any action taken therein by any 
General Conference board or Jurisdictional or Central Conference board or 
body, upon appeal by one third of the members thereof, or upon request of 
the Council of Bishops or a majority of the bishops of a Jurisdictional or a 
Central Conference. 

5. To have such other duties and powers as may be conferred upon it by 
the General Conference. 

6. To provide its own methods of organization and procedure. 

|62. Art. Ill .—All decisions of the Judicial Council shall be final. When the 
Judicial Council shall declare unconstitutional any act of the General Con¬ 
ference then in session, that decision shall be reported back to that General 
Conference immediately. 

|f63. Art. IV .—The General Conference shall establish for the church a 
judicial system which shall guarantee to our ministers a right to trial by a 
committee and an appeal and to our members a right to trial before the 
church, or by a committee, and an appeal. 

DIVISION FIVE—AMENDMENTS 

If 64. Art. I .—Amendments to the Constitution shall be made upon a two- 
thirds majority of the General Conference present and voting and a two-thirds 
affirmative vote of the aggregate number of members of the several Annual 
Conferences present and voting, except in the case of the first, second, and 
seventh Restrictive Rules which shall require a three-fourths majority of all the 
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members of the Annual Conferences present and voting. The vote, after being 
completed, shall be canvassed by the Council of Bishops, and the amendment 
voted upon shall become effective upon their announcement of its having 
received the required majority. 

jf65. Art. II .—Amendments to the Constitution may originate in either the 
General Conference or the Annual Conferences. 

f66. Art. III .—A Jurisdictional Conference may by a majority vote propose 
changes in the Constitution of the church, and such proposed changes shall 
be submitted to the next General Conference. If the General Conference adopts 
the measure by a two-thirds vote, it shall be submitted to the Annual Confer¬ 
ences according to the provision for amendments. 
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PREFACE 

The doctrinal traditions of both The Methodist Church and The Evangelical 
United Brethren Church stem from the Evangelical Revival of the 18th century 
and have been conserved and developed through the generations until now. In 
this Plan of Union it is proposed that this vital heritage be cherished and its 
authentic development insured. 

In their original Constitution (1808), the American Methodists placed a 
Restrictive Rule designed to inhibit irresponsible doctrinal changes, “contrary to 
our present existing and established standards of doctrine.” This Rule has re¬ 
mained in force and unamended through subsequent schisms and reunion. It 
was renewed by the Uniting Conference of 1939 and is once again repeated in 
this Plan of Union (Pan I, Section 111, par. 16). 

The phrase, “our present existing and established standards of doctrine” has 
never been formally defined. In its original reference, however, it included as a 
minimum John Wesley’s forty-four Sermons on Several Occasions and his 
Explanatory Notes Upon the New Testament . Their function as “standards” 
had already been defined by the “Large Minutes” of 1763, which in turn had been 
approved by the American Methodists in 1773 and 1785. To these Sermons and 
Notes the Conference of 1808 added The Articles of Religion—an abridgement 
of the XXXIX Articles of the Church of England prepared by Mr. Wesley in 
his revised version of The Book of Common Prayer (“The Sunday Service”). 

In 1962, after sixteen years of union under two confessions of faith, The 
Evangelical United Brethren Church adopted a Confession of Faith based upon 
the doctrinal traditions of the former Church of the United Brethren in Christ 
and The Evangelical Church and intended as a convenient summary of the 
basic beliefs of evangelical Christianity. In the present Plan of Union, this Con¬ 
fession is placed alongside The Articles of Religion and becomes a stipulated 
reference in the Restrictive Rules. The Confession, The Articles of Religion, and 
the Wesleyan “standards” are thus deemed congruent if not identical in their 
doctrinal perspectives and not in conflict. 

The purpose of such “standards” is certainly not to displace the direct and 
primary authority of the Bible nor to stultify the responsible freedom of thoughtful 
Christians in the development of Christian doctrine. In all matters of faith and 
morals, the authority of Holy Scripture stands supreme (cf. Article V. in The 
Articles of Religion and Article IV. in the Confession). Moreover, in the ongoing 
enterprise of theological reflection, the Wesleyan “standards” have been rightly 
construed as the negative limits of public teaching in the church rather than the 
positive prescription of an inflexible system of doctrine. Tins principle was 
clearly stated in the Deed of Union of the British Methodist Church (1932): 
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The Notes on the New Testament and the Forty-Four Sermons are 
not intended to impose a system of formal or speculative theology on 
Methodist Preachers, hut to set up standards of preaching and belief 
which should insure loyalty to the fundamental truths of the Gospel 
of Redemption and insure the continued ivitness of the Church to the 
realities of the Christian experience of salvation. 

Our concern is that these Wesleyan doctrinal traditions shall continue as a fruit¬ 
ful source of theological understanding. They make no pretension to infallihility 
in and of themselves. Mr. Wesley constantly appealed to Scripture as the primary 
locus of divine revelation and to the historic creeds and “the catholic spirit " as 
the larger context in which the Scriptures are to he interpreted. In like manner, 
the Wesleyan "standards of doctrine ” are designed to serve those who preach 
and teach in The United Methodist Church as sound guides to valid doctrine. 


Part II 

DOCTRINAL STATEMENTS AND 
THE GENERAL RULES 

1f91. THE ARTICLES OF RELIGION OF THE METHODIST CHURCH 

Article I.—Of Faith in the Holy Trinity 

There is but one living and true God, everlasting, without body or parts, 
of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness; the maker and preserver of all things, 
visible and invisible. And in unity of this Godhead there are three persons, of one 
substance, power, and eternity—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

Article II.—Of the Word, or Son of God, who was made very Man 
The Son, who is the Word of the Father, the very and eternal God, of one 
substance with the Father, took mans nature in the womb of the blessed Virgin; 
so that two whole and perfect natures, that is to say, the Godhead and Manhood, 
were joined together in one person, never to be divided; whereof is one Christ, 
very God and very Man, who truly suffered, was crucified, dead, and buried, to 
reconcile his Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but 
also for the actual sins of man. 

Article III.—Of the Resurrection of Christ 
Christ did truly rise again from the dead, and took again his body, with all 
things appertaining to the perfection of mans nature, wherewith he ascended into 
heaven, and there sitteth until he return to judge all men at the last day. 

Article IV.—Of the Holy Ghost 

The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and the Son, is of one sub¬ 
stance, majesty, and glory with the Father and the Son, very and eternal God. 
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Article V.—Of the Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation 

The Holy Scriptures contain all things necessary to salvation; so that whatso¬ 
ever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any 
man that it should be believed as an article of faith, or be thought requisite or 
necessary to salvation. In the name of the Holy Scriptures we do understand 
those canonical books of the Old and New Testament of whose authority was 
never any doubt in the Church. The names of the canonical books are: 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 
The First Book of Samuel, The Second Book of Samuel, The First Book of Kings, 
The Second Book of Kings, The First Book of Chronicles, The Second Book of 
Chronicles, The Book of Ezra, The Book of Nehemiah, The Book of Esther, The 
Book of Job, The Psalms, The Proverbs, Ecclesiastes or the Preacher, Cantica or 
Song of Solomon, Four Prophets the Greater, Twelve Prophets the Less. 

All the books of the New Testament, as they are commonly received, we do 
receive and account canonical. 

Article VI.—Of the Old Testament 

The Old Testament is not contrary to the New; for both in the Old and New 
Testament everlasting life is offered to mankind by Christ, who is the only Medi¬ 
ator between God and man, being both God and Man. Wherefore they are not 
to be heard who feign that the old fathers did look only for transitory promises. 
Although the law given from God by Moses as touching ceremonies and rites doth 
not bind Christians, nor ought the civil precepts thereof of necessity be received 
in any commonwealth; yet notwithstanding, no Christian whatsoever is free from 
the obedience of the commandments which are called moral. 

Article VII.—Of Original or Birth Sin 

Original sin standeth not in the following of Adam (as the Pelagians do vainly 
talk), but it is the corruption of the nature of every man, that naturally is en¬ 
gendered of the offspring of Adam, whereby man is very far gone from orig¬ 
inal righteousness, and of his own nature inclined to evil, and that continually. 

Article VIIL—Of Free Will 

The condition of man after the fall of Adam is such that he cannot turn and 
prepare himself, by his own natural strength and works, to faith, and calling upon 
God; wherefore we have no power to do good works, pleasant and acceptable to 
God, without the grace of God by Christ preventing us, that we may have a good 
will, and working with us, when we have that good will. 

Article IX.—Of the Justification of Man 

We are accounted righteous before God only for the merit of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, by faith, and not for our own works or deservings. Where- 
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fore, that we are justified by faith only is a most wholesome doctrine, and 
very full of comfort. 

Article X.—Of Good Works 

Although good works, which are the fruits of faith, and follow after justifica¬ 
tion, cannot put away our sins, and endure the severity of God s judgment; yet 
are they pleasing and acceptable to God in Christ, and spring out of a true and 
lively faith, insomuch that by them a lively faith may be as evidently known as a 
tree is discerned by its fruit. 

Article XL—Of Works of Supererogation 

Voluntary works—besides, over and above God's commandments which are 
called works of supererogation, cannot be taught without arrogancy and impiety. 
For by them men do declare that they do not only render unto God as much as 
they are bound to do, but that they do more for his sake than of bounden duty is 
required; whereas Christ saith plainly: When ye have done all that is com¬ 
manded of you, say, We are unprofitable servants. 

Article XII.—Of Sin after Justification 

Not every sin willingly committed after justification is the sin against the Holy 
Spirit, and unpardonable. Wherefore, the grant of repentance is not to be denied 
to such as fall into sin after justification: after we have received the Holy Spirit, 
we may depart from grace given, and fall into sin, and, by the grace of God, rise 
again and amend our lives. And therefore they are to be condemned who say 
they can no more sin as long as they live here; or deny the place of forgiveness 
to such as truly repent. 

Article XIII.—Of the Church 

The visible Church of Christ is a congregation of faithful men in which the 
pure Word of God is preached, and the Sacraments duly administered according 
to Christ’s ordinance, in all those things that of necessity are requisite to the same. 

Article XIV.—Of Purgatory 

The Romish doctrine concerning purgatory, pardon, worshiping, and ador¬ 
ation, as well of images as of relics, and also invocation of saints, is a fond thing, 
vainly invented, and grounded upon no warrant of Scripture, but repugnant to 
the Word of God. 

Article XV.—Of Speaking in the Congregation in such a Tongue as 
the People Understand 

It is a thing plainly repugnant to the Word of God, and the custom of the 
primitive Church, to have public prayer in the church, or to administer the 
Sacraments, in a tongue not understood by the people. 
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Article XVI.—Of the Sacraments 

Sacraments ordained of Christ are not only badges or token's of Christian men’s 
profession, but rather they are certain signs of grace, and God’s good will toward 
us, by which he doth work invisibly in us, and doth not only quicken, but also 
strengthen and confirm, out faith in him. 

There are two Sacraments ordained of Christ our Lord in the Gospel; that is 
to say, Baptism and the Supper of the Lord. 

Those five commonly called sacraments, that is to say, confirmation, penance, 
orders, matrimony, and extreme unction, are not to be counted for Sacraments of 
the Gospel; being such as have partly grown out of the corrupt following of the 
apostles, and partly are states of life allowed in the Scriptures, but yet have not 
the like nature of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, because they have not any 
visible sign or ceremony ordained of God. 

The Sacraments were not ordained of Christ to be gazed upon, or to be carried 
about; but that we should duly use them. And in such only as worthily receive 
the same they have a wholesome effect or operation; but they that receive them 
unworthily, purchase to themselves condemnation, as St. Paul saith, I Cor. 11:29, 

Article XVII,—Of Baptism 

Baptism is not only a sign of profession and mark of difference whereby Chris¬ 
tians are distinguished from others that are not baptized; but it is also a sign of 
regeneration or the new birth. The baptism of young children is to be retained 
in the church, * 

Article XVIII.—Of the Lord’s Supper 

lhe Supper of the Lord is not only a sign of the love that Christians ought to 
have among themselves one to another, but rather is a sacrament of our redemp¬ 
tion by Christ's death; insomuch that, to such as rightly, worthily, and with faith 
receive the same, the bread which we break is a partaking of the body of Christ; 
and likewise the cup of blessing is a partaking of the blood of Christ. 

Transubstantiate, °* the change of the substance of bread and wine in the 
Supper of our Lord, cannot be proved by Holy Writ, but is repugnant to the plain 
words of Scripture, overthroweth the nature of a sacrament, and hath given 
occasion to many superstitions. 

The body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten in the Supper* only after a 
heavenly and spiritual manner. And the means whereby the body of Christ is 
received and eaten in the Supper is faith. 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was not by Christ’s ordinance reserved, 
carried about* lifted up, or worshiped. 


*See Judicial Council Decision 142. 


28 



Article XIX.—Of Both Kinds 

The cup of the Lord is not to be denied to the lay people; for both the parts 
of the Lord’s Supper, by Christ’s ordinance and commandment, ought to be ad¬ 
ministered to all Christians alike. 

Article XX._Of the One Oblation of Christ, finished upon the Cross 

The offering of Christ, once made, is that perfect redemption, propitiation, and 
satisfaction for all the sins of the whole world, both original and actual; and 
there is none other satisfaction for sin but that alone. Wherefore the sacrifice 
of masses, in the which it is commonly said that the priest doth offer Christ for 
the quick and the dead, to have remission of pain or guilt, is a blasphemous fable 
and dangerous deceit. 

Article XXI.—Of the Marriage of Ministers 
The ministers of Christ are not commanded by God’s law either to vow the 
estate of single life, or to abstain from marriage; therefore it is lawful for them, 
as for all other Christians, to marry at their own discretion, as they shall judge the 
same to serve best to godliness. 

Article XXII.—Of the Rites and Ceremonies of Churches 
It is not necessary that rites and ceremonies should in all places be the same, 
or exactly alike; for they have been always different, and may be changed ac¬ 
cording to the diversity of countries, times, and men’s manners, so that nothing 
be ordained against God’s Word. Whosoever, through his private judgment, 
willingly and purposely doth openly break the rites and ceremonies of the church 
to which he belongeth, which are not repugnant to the Word of God, and are 
ordained and approved by common authority, ought to be rebuked openly (that 
others may fear to do the like), as one that offendeth against the common order 
of the church, and woundeth the consciences of weak brethren. 

Every particular church may ordain, change, or abolish rites and ceremonies, 
so that all things may be done to edification. 

Article XXIII.—Of the Rulers of the United States of America 
The President, the Congress, the general assemblies, the governors, and the 
councils of state as the delegates of the people, are the rulers of the United States 
of America, according to the division of power made to them by the Constitution 
of the United States and by the constitutions of their respective states. And the 
said states are a sovereign and independent nation, and ought not to be subject to 
any foreign jurisdiction. 

Article XXIV.—Of Christian Men’s Goods 
The riches and goods of Christians, are not common, as touching the right, 
title, and possession of the same, as some do falsely boast. Notwithstanding, 



every man ought, of such things as he possessed, liberally to give alms to the 
poor, according to his ability. 


Article XXV.—Of a Christian Man's Oath 

As we confess that vain and rash swearing is forbidden Christian men by our 
Lord Jesus Christ and James his apostle, so we judge that the Christian religion 
doth not prohibit, but that a man may swear when the magistrate requireth in 
a cause of faith and charity, so it be done according to the prophet’s teaching, in 
justice, judgment, and truth, 


ii J h . C following Article from the Methodist Protestant 
United Conference. It was not one of the Articles of 
church 


Discipline is placed here by the 
Helicon voted upon by the three 


Of Sanctification 

Sanctification is that renewal of our fallen nature by the Holy Ghost, received 
through faith in Jesus Christ, whose blood of atonement cleanseth from all sin; 
whereby we are not only delivered from the guilt of sin, but are washed from 
its pollution, saved from its power, and are enabled, through grace, to love God 
with all our hearts and to walk in his holy commandments blameless. 


to Jte^IVo '^r mf<lp,C , d the Ur,!ti "S Conference, This statement seeks 

, 01 r el " u J' ,lcs ln foreign lands Article XXIII of the Article; of Minton [i is 
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Of the Duty of Christians to the Civil Authority 

It is the duty of all Christians, and especially of all Christian ministers, to 
observe and obey the laws and commands of the governing or supreme authority 
of the country of which they are citizens or subjects or in which they reside, and 
to use all laudable means to encourage and enjoin obedience to the powers 


j[92. THE CONFESSION OF FAITH OF THE EVANGELICAL 
UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH 

Article I.—God 

Wc believe in the one true, holy and living God, Eternal Spirit, who is 
Creator, Sovereign and Preserver of all things visible and invisible. He is infinite 
ui power, wisdom, justice, goodness and love, and rules with gracious regard for 
the well-being and salvation of men, to the glory of his name. We believe the 
one Cod reveals himself as the Trinity: Father. Son and Holy Spirit, distinct 
but inseparable, eternally one in essence and power. 
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Article II.—Jesus Christ 

We believe in Jesus Christ, truly Cod and truly man, in whom the divine and 
1mman natures are perfectly and inseparably united. He is the eternal Word 
made flesh, the only begotten Son of the Father, born of the Virgin Mary by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. As ministering Servant he lived, suffered and died on 
die cross. He was buried, rose from the dead and ascended into heaven to be 
with the Father, from whence he shall return. He is eternal Savior and Mediator, 
who intercedes for us, and by him all men will be judged. 

Article HI.—The Holy Spirit 

We believe in the Holy Spirit who proceeds from and is one in being with the 
Father and the Son. He convinces the world of sin, of righteousness and of 
judgment. He leads men through faithful response to the gospel into the fellow- 
sldp of the church. He comforts, sustains and empowers the faithful and guides 
them into all truth. 

Article IV.—The Holy Bible 

We believe the Holy Bible, Old and New Testaments, reveals the Word of 
God so far as it is necessary for our salvation. It is to be received through the 
Holy Spirit as the true rule and guide for faith and practice. Whatever is not 
revealed in or established by the Holy Scriptures is not to be made an article of 
faith nor is it to be taught as essential to salvation. 

Article V.—The Church 

We believe the Christian church is the community of all true believers under 
die Lordsliip of Christ. We believe it is one, holy, apostolic and catholic, It is 
the redemptive fellowship in wliich the Word of God is preached by men divinely 
called, and the sacraments are duly administered according to Christ's own ap¬ 
pointment. Under the discipline of the Holy Spirit the church exists for the 
maintenance of worship, the edification of believers and the redemption of the 
world. 

Article VI.—The Sacraments 

We believe the sacraments, ordained by Christ, are symbols and pledges of 
the Christian's profession and of God's love toward u$. They are means of grace 
by which God works invisibly in us, quickening, strengthening and confirming 
our faith in him. Two sacraments are ordained by Christ our Lord, namely, 
Baptism and the Lord s Supper. 

We believe Baptism signifies entrance into the household of faith, and is a 
symbol of repentance and inner cleansing from sin, a representation of the new 
birth in Christ Jesus and a mark of Christian discipleship. 

We believe children are under the atonement of Christ and as heirs of the 
Kingdom of God are acceptable subjects for Christian baptism. Children of 
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believing parents through baptism become tire special responsibility of the church. 
They should be nurtured and Jed to personal acceptance of Christ, and by 
profession of faith confirm their baptism. 

We believe the Lord’s Supper is a representation of our redemption, a me¬ 
morial of the sufferings and death of Christ, and a token of love and union which 
Christians have with Christ and with one another. Those who rightly, worthily 
and in faith eat the broken bread and drink the blessed cup partake of the body 
and blood of Christ in a spiritual manner until lie comes. 

Article VII.—Sin and Free Will 

We believe man is fallen from righteousness and, apart from the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, is destitute of holiness and inclined to evil, Except a man be 
bom again, he cannot see the Kingdom uf God. In his own strength, without 
divine grace, man cannot do good works pleasing and acceptable to God. We 
believe, however, man influenced and empowered by the Holy Spirit is responsi¬ 
ble in freedom to exercise Jus will for good. 

Article VIII,—Reconciliation Through Christ 

We believe God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself. The offering 
Christ freely made on the cross is the perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins 
of the whole world, redeeming man from all sin, so that no other satisfaction 
is required. 

Article IX.—Justification and Regeneration 

We believe we are never accounted righteous before God through our works 
or merit, but that penitent sinners are justified or accounted righteous before 
God only by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We believe regeneration is the renewal of man in righteousness through 
Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, whereby we are made partakers 
of the divine nature and experience newness of life. By this new birth the 
believer becomes reconciled to God and is enabled to serve him with the will and 
the affections. 

We believe, although we have experienced regeneration, it is possible to de¬ 
part from grace and fall into sin; and we may even then, by the grace of God, 
be renewed in righteousness. 

Article X.—Good Works 

We believe good works are the necessary fruits of faith and follow regenera¬ 
tion but they do not have the virtue to remove our sins or to avert divine judg¬ 
ment. We believe good works, pleasing and acceptable to God in Christ, spring 
from a true and living faith, for through and by them faith is made evident. 
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Article XI.—Sanctification and Christian Perfection 

We believe sanctification is the work of God’s grace through the Word and 
the Spirit, by which those who have been bom again are cleansed from sin in 
their thoughts, words and acts, and are enabled to live in accordance with God’s 
will, and to strive for holiness without which no one will see the Lord. 

Entire sanctification is a state of perfect love, righteousness and true holiness 
which every regenerate believer may obtain by being delivered from the power 
of sin by loving God with all the heart, soul, mind and strength, and by loving 
one’s neighbor as one’s self. Through faith in Jesus Christ this gracious gift may 
be received in this life both gradually and instantaneously, and should be sought 
earnestly by every child of God. 

We believe this experience does not deliver us from the infirmities, ignorance 
and mistakes common to man, nor from the possibilities of further sin. The 
Christian must continue on guard against spiritual pride and seek to gain victory 
over every temptation to sin. He must respond wholly to the will of God so that 
sin will lose its power over him; and the world, the flesh and the devil are put 
under his feet. Thus he rules over these enemies with watchfulness through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Article XII.—The Judgment and the Future State 

We believe all men stand under the righteous judgment of Jesus Christ, both 
now and in the last day. We believe in the resurrection of the dead; the righteous 
to life eternal and the wicked to endless condemnation. 

Article XIII.—Public Worship 

We believe divine worship is the duty and privilege of man who, in the 
presence of God, bows in adoration, humility and dedication. We believe divine 
worship is essential to the life of the church, and that the assembling of the 
people of God for such worship is necessary to Christian fellowship and spiritual 

growth. 

We believe the order of public worship need not be the same in all places 
but may be modified by the church according to circumstances and the needs 
of men. It should be in a language and form understood by the people, con¬ 
sistent with the Holy Scriptures to the edification of all, and in accordance with 
the order and Discipline of the church. 

Article XIV.—The Lord’s Day 

We believe the Lord’s Day is divinely ordained for private and public worship, 
for rest from unnecessary work, and should be devoted to spiritual improvement, 
Christian fellowship and service. It is commemorative of our Lord’s resurrection 
and is an emblem of our eternal rest. It is essential to the permanence and growth 
of the Christian church, and important to the welfare of the civil community. 
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Article XV.—The Christian and Property 

We believe God is the owner of nil things and that the individual holding 
of property is lawful and is a sacred trust under God. Private property is to be 
used for the manifestation of Christian love and liberality, and to support the 
church s mission in the world. All forms of property, whether private, corporate 
or public, are to be held in solemn trust and used responsibly for human good 
under the sovereignty of God. 

Article XVI—Civil Government 

We believe civil government derives its just powers from the sovereign God. 
As Christians we recognize the governments under whose protection wo reside 
and believe such governments should be based on, and be responsible for, the 
recognition of human rights under God. We believe War and bloodshed are 
contrary to the gospel and spirit of Christ. We believe it is the duty of Christian 
citizens to give moral strength and purpose to their respective governments 
through sober, righteous and godly living. 


IT 93. THE GENERAL RULES OF THE METHODIST CHURCH 


The Nature, Design, and General Rules of Our United Societies 

In the latter end of the year 1739 eight or ten persons who appeared to 
be deeply convicted of sin, and earnestly groaning for redemption, came to Mr. 
Wesley in London. They desired, as did two or three more the next day, that he 
would spend some time with them in prayer, and advise them how to flee from 
the wrath to come, which they saw continually hanging over their heads. That he 
might have more time for this great work, he appointed a day when they might 
all come together, which from thenceforward they did every week, namely, on 
Thursday in the evening. To these, and as many more as desired to join with 
them (for their number increased daily), he gave those advices from time to 
time which he judged most needful for them, and they always concluded their 
meeung with prayer suited to their several necessities. 

This was the rise of the United Society, first in Europe, and then in America. 
Such a society is no other than “a company of men having the form and seeking 
the power of godliness, united in order to pray together, to receive the word 
of exhortation, and to watch over one another in love, that they may help each 
other to work out their salvation” 


That it may the more easily be discerned whether they are indeed work¬ 
ing out their own salvation, each society is divided into smaller companies, called 
classes, according to their respective places of abode. There are about twelve 
persons in a class, one of whom is styled the leader. It is his duty, 
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1. To see each person in his class once a week at least, in order: (1) to inquire 
how his soul prospers; (2) to advise, reprove, comfort, or exhort, as occasion may 
require; (3) to receive what he is willing to give toward the relief of the preach¬ 
ers, church, and poor. 

2. To meet the ministers and the stewards of the society once a week, in order: 
(1) to inform die minister of any that are sick, or of any that walk disorderly 
and will not be reproved; (2) to pay the stewards what he has received of his 
class in the week preceding. 

There is only one condition previously required of those who desire admission 
into these societies—“a desire to flee from the wrath to come, and to be saved 
from their sins ” But wherever this is really fixed in the soul it will be shown 

by its fruits. 

It is therefore expected of all who continue therein that they shall continue 
to evidence their desire of salvation, 

First: By doing no harm, by avoiding evil of every kind, especially that which 
is most generally practiced, such as: 

The taking of the name of God in vain. 

The profaning the day of the Lord, either by doing ordinary work therein or 
by buying or selling. 

Drunkenness, buying or selling spirituous liquors, or drinking them, unless 
in cases of extreme necessity. 

Slaveholding; buying or selling slaves. 

Fighting, quarreling, brawling, brother going to law with brother; returning 
evil for evil, or railing for railing; the using of many words in buying or selling. 

The buying or selling goods that have not paid the duty. 

The giving or taking of things on usury—that is, unlawful interest. 

Uncharitable or unprofitable conversation; particularly speaking evil of magis¬ 
trates or ministers. 

Doing to others as we would not they should do unto us. 

Doing what we know is not for the glory of God, as: 

The putting on of gold and costly apparel. 

The taking of such diversions as cannot be used in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 

The singing those songs, or reading those books, which do not tend to the 
knowledge or love of God. 

Softness and needless self-indulgence. 

Laying up treasure upon earth. 
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Borrowing without a probability of paying; or taking up goods without a 
probability of paying for them. 

It is expected of all who continue in these societies that they shall continue 
to evidence their desire of salvation. 

Second: By doing good; by being in every kind merciful after their power; 

as they have opportunity, doing good of every possible sort, and, as far as possible, 
to all mm; 

To their bodies, of the ability which God givcth, by giving food to the hungry, 
by clothing the naked, by visiting or helping them that are sick or in prison; 

To their souls, by instructing, reproving, or exhorting all we have any inter¬ 
course with; trampling under foot that enthusiastic doctrine, that "we are not 
to do good unless our hearts be free to it ” 

By doing good, especially to them that are of the household of faith or groan¬ 
ing so to be; employing them preferably to others; buying one of another; help¬ 
ing each other in business; and so much the more because the world will love 
its own and them only. 

By all possible diligence and frugality, that the gospel be not blamed, 

By running with patience the race which is set before them, denying them¬ 
selves, and taking up their cross daily; submitting to bear the reproach of Christ, 
to be as the filth and offscouiing of the world; and looking that men should say 
all manner of evil of them fakeiy, for the Lord's sake. 

it is expected of a!! who desire to continue in these societies that they shall 
continue to evidence their desire of salvation. 

Third: By attending upon all the ordinances of God; such are: 

The public worship of God. 

The ministry of the Word, either read or expounded. 

The Supper of the Lord. 

Family and private prayer. 

Searching the Scriptures. 

Fasting or abstinence. 

These are the General Rules of our societies; all of which we are taught of 
God to observe, even in his written Word, which is the only rule, and the suf¬ 
ficient rule, both of our faith and practice. And all these we know his Spirit writes 
on truly awakened hearts. If there be any among us who observes them not, who 
habitually breaks any of them, let it be known unto them who watch over that 
soul as they who must give an account. We will admonish him of the error of his 
ways. We will bear with him for a season. But, if then he repent not, ho hath 
no more place among us. We have delivered our own souls. 
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PREFACE 

The Methodist Church and The Evangelical United Brethren Church, parties 
to the Plan of Union, have demonstrated a concern for social justice and have 
taken forthright positions on controversial issues involving Christian principles. 
John Wesley’s opposition to the slave trade and to smuggling was ear y ex 
pression of work for social justice. Involvement in struggle for social tustice has 
become an increasingly important part of the Wesleyan tradition. 

The Methodist Social Creed and the Evangelical United Brethren Basic 
Beliefs Regarding Social Issues and Moral Standards are in agreement basically. 
The differences are largely in phraseology or emphasis. 

The Methodist Social Creed was adopted in 1908 by the General Conference 
of The Methodist Episcopal Church (North) meeting in Baltimore. It was a 
prophetic landmark in the enunciation of Christian conviction on economic issues. 
That same year the newly formed Federal Council of Churches voted to accept a 
statement The Social Ideals of the Churches, based upon it. In 1014 l he M e tho 
5KSS <w s™.!,' md b, irn n. MMU Protestant Church 
adopted Social Creeda. The Catting Conference of these three branches in 10 
adopted a Sockd Creed. 

The Uniting Conference of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ and 
The Evangelical Church in 1946 endorsed a statement on social beliefs based on 
the position of the two uniting churches on social issues, patterned after tie 
statements of the Federal Council of Churches , 

Social statements of both The Methodist Church and The Evangelical United 
Brethren Church have been reviewed and revised by successive General Con¬ 
ferences to taka into account new and changing social conditions. Both churches 
have been responding to social changes and complexities by increasing involve- 
ment in research, education t and modes of action . 

The Methodist Social Creed and the Evangelical United Brethren Basic Be¬ 
liefs Regarding Social Issues and Moral Standards are important historical docu¬ 
ments. The Plan of Union takes this into account by recording the text of each.. 

Part III 


SOCIAL PRINCIPLES 

THE METHODIST SOCIAL CREED 


1f94. 

•■Wr instruct those in charge of publishing the Discipline to include the Social Creed, 
LKopti from time to ** in ^future editions unless other 

directions are received from die General Conference. —Discipline, 1040. 
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I. Our HEJOTAGE—The interest of The Methodist Church in social welfare 
springs from the gospel, and from the labors of John Wesley, who ministered to 
the physical, intellectual, and social needs of the people to whom he preached the 
gospel of personal redemption. 

In our historic position we have sought to follow Christ in bringing the whole 

of life, with its activities, possessions, and relationships, into conformity with the 
will of God. 

As Methodists we have an obligation to affirm our position on social and 
economic questions. 

II. Our Theological Basis.— The Methodist Church must view the perplexing 
times and problems which we face today in the light of the life and teachings of 
Jesus. Jesus taught us to love onr neighbors and seek justice for them as well as 

for ourselves. To be silent in the face of need, injustice, and exploitation is to 
deny him. 

We believe that God is Father of all peoples and races, that Jesus Christ is his 

Son, that all men are brothers, and that each person is of infinite worth as a child 
of God. 

We believe that “the earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof." Our own 

capacities and all we possess are gifts of the Creator, and should be held and used 
in stewardship to him. 

We believe that God in Christ is seeking to redeem all men and also society. 
This redemption is a continuing necessity. 

We believe that the grace of God in Christ is available for redemption from 
individual and social sin as we seek in penitence and obedience to do his holy will. 

We believe that all persons have supreme value in the sight of God, and ought 
to be so regarded by us. We test all institutions and practices by their effect upon 
persons. Since Jesus died for the redemption of all men, we believe we should 
live to help save man from sin and from every influence which would harm or 
destroy him. 

III. Our Declaration of Social Concern.— Applying the foregoing princi¬ 
ples, The Methodist Church declares itself as follows: 

A. The Family.—We seek equal rights and justice for all persons; protection 
of the individual and the family by high standards of morality; Christian educa¬ 
tion for marriage, parenthood, and the home; adequate housing; improved mar- 
riage and divorce laws. 

We believe that the church must be vitally concerned with the health and 
welfare needs of all people, first within the family, and, where necessary, through 
institutional care with high standards of scientific service and Christian dedi- 
cation. 


38 


We believe that planned parenthood, practiced with respect for human life, 
fulfills rather than violates the will of God. It is the duty of each married couple 
prayerfully and responsibly to seek parenthood, avert it, or defer it, in accordance 
with the best expression of their Christian love. Families in all parts of the 
world should have available to them necessary information and medical assistance 
for birth control through public and private programs. This issue must be seen 
in reference to the pressing population problem now before the whole world. 

We believe it is the plain responsibility of the family, as it is also the deep 
concern of the community, that the welfare of children whose mothers are em¬ 
ployed outside the home be safeguarded. This responsibility includes provision 
for the protection, education, spiritual nurture, and wholesome recreation of every 
child, and for religious and educational programs which will secure these ends. 

B. Economic Life. —1. Christianity and the Economic Order. With full 
acknowledgment of stewardship under God and accountability to him, we stand 
for the acquisition of property by moral processes and the right to private owner¬ 
ship thereof. We refuse to identify Christianity with any economic system. We 
are under obligation to test each aspect of every economic order by the com¬ 
mands of Christ and judge its practices by the Christian gospel. We believe that 
it is our duty not only to bring Christ to the individual, but also to bring the 
increasingly technological society within which we live more nearly into con¬ 
formity with the teachings of Christ. We believe that a free democratic way of 
life, influenced by Christian principles, can bring to mankind a society in which 
liberty is preserved, justice established, and brotherhood achieved. 

We believe in the use of such opportunities for political action as are con¬ 
sistent with Christian principles. We urge Christians to view political responsi¬ 
bilities as an opportunity for Christian witness and service. 

2. Responsible Use of Power.—The Christian point of view demands that 
concentrations of power in government, labor, business, and religious organiza¬ 
tions be used responsibly. The task of the church in this regard is to help people 
in positions of power and the organizations which they serve to achieve and 
exercise a high level of social responsibility. 

3. Poverty and Unemployment.—We believe that the economic development 
which makes possible material plenty for all imposes upon us great moral re¬ 
sponsibility, in that the physical and spiritual development of millions of persons 
throughout the world is hindered by poverty. We therefore stand for the eradi- 
cation of poverty everywhere. 

We believe it is our Christian duty to provide opportunities for education and 
training for people to earn a living for themselves and their dependents, so that 
they may take advantage of new technology. 
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Lack of significant employment tends to destroy human self-respect, We 
believe that employable workers must be safeguarded from enforced unemploy- 
ment. 


4. Wealth. We recognize the perils of prosperity. Our Lord has told us 
that we cannot serve God and mammon. As Christians we must examine earnest¬ 
ly before God our personal and business practices, lest we adopt the standards 
and assumptions of a materialistic society. Churches and their institutions as 
well as individuals own property, invest funds, and employ labor. In these areas 
practices and relationships must conform to the highest Christian standards. 


5. Working Conditions.—We oppose all forms of social, economic, and moral 
waste. We urge the protection of the worker from dangeiuus and unsanitary 
working conditions, and from occupational diseases. 

We stand for reasonable hours of labor, for just wages, for a fair day’s work 
for a fair day s wages, for just working conditions, for periods of leisure, and for 
an equitable division of the product of industry. 

We believe special protection should be provided for women and children, as 
well as migrant workers and others especially vulnerable to exploitation. 

6. Social Benefits for Workers .—We stand for public and private programs 
of economic security for old age, for adequate insurance covering sickness and 
injury to the worker, and for increased protection against those preventable con¬ 
ditions which produce want. 


7, The Right to -fnv ~Q - xtr, . » i r .1 . „ 

- ; — w c sianu ior me right of 

employees and employers alike to organize for collective bargaining, protection 
of both in the exercise of their right, the responsibility of both to bargain in good 
faith, and the obligation of both to work for the public good. 

8. Town and Country Life .—We recognize the basic significance of town and 
country areas in relation to population supply, natural resources, community life, 
and Christian culture. We believe farmers, other agriculture workers, and those 
displaced by mechanization should have opportunity to earn a fair income. 

Methodism, because of its large town and country membership and world¬ 
wide impact, must lead in developing an adequate Christian program in rural 
areas everywhere. This should pertain to people in their relationship to God, 
to the stewardship of the soil and the conservation of all natural resources, and 
to family, church, and community welfare. 


9. Urban Life.—We believe the inner city to be a mission field crying out for 
bold new creative ways of witness. Here is emerging a pagan generation com¬ 
mitted to values that run counter to those of the Christ. Therefore we call our 
urban congregations to a deeper involvement in neighborhood life. We call the 
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Church to come into the city for Christ’s sake, there to touch all forgotten per- 
sons with his compassion, 

10. Christian Vocation.—We believe that every employable person so far as 
possible should be engaged in some vocation productive of common good. Every 
such vocation should be viewed as a Christian calling by those who pursue it 
as well as by those who receive its benefits, and our daily work should be 
regarded as a sphere of service to God. The creative use of leisure is also a 
major responsibility for the Christian. 

C. The Church and General Welfare .—The Church is called to be a redeem¬ 
ing community of discerning Christian love—a fellowship of those who confess 
their sin, who rejoice in the love of God freely given, and who commit themselves 
continually to spiritual excellence in every facet of life. 

1. Alcohol Problems.—We believe that the Christian principle of love for 
God and neighbor calls us to abstain from the use of alcoholic beverages and to 
minister to those victimized by their use. The use of beverage alcohol imperils 
the abundant life to which Christ calls us. This is especially true in an organ¬ 
ized and mechanized society. Individuals and families are destroyed by its use. 
We join with men of good conscience who seek to overcome the social, economic, 
and moral waste which this indulgence has created. The Church must become 
a healing and redemptive fellowship for those who suffer because of beverage 
alcohol. 

2. Crime and Rehabilitation.— We stand for the application of the redemptive 
principle in treating law offenders and for study and action directed towaid the 
improvement of laws, correctional facilities and services, and court procedures in 
order to facilitate rehabilitation. For this reason we deplore capifei punishment. 

We do not believe an individual should be excused from his personal re¬ 
sponsibility to society; but we recognize that crime, and in particular juvenile 
delinquency leading to crime, is often a result of family failure and bad social 
conditions* Christian citizens and churches have a special opportunity and re¬ 
sponsibility for creating those conditions of family life and social surioundings, 
wholesome recreation, vocational training, personal counseling, and social adjust¬ 
ment by which crime may be reduced, and offenders rehabilitated and redeemed 
by God's grace. 

3. Gambling .—We stand for the achievement of community and personal 
standards which make unnecessary the resort to petty or commercial gambling 
as a recreation, escape, or producer of public or charitable revenue. As an act 
of faith and love, Christians should abstain from all gambling, and should par¬ 
ticipate in efforts to minister to those victimized by the practice, including com¬ 
pulsive gamblers. 
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4. Mental Health and Medical Care —We stand for the provision of ade¬ 
quate medical care for all people, with special attention being given the aging, 
the young, and minority and low income groups. We strongly favor the healing 
ministries of the Church and other private groups. We support our govern¬ 
ment, individuals, and foundations in required research in public health; and 
we support legislation to meet these needs. 

We believe that adequate facilities with professionally trained staff must be 
made available for the emotionally ill and the mentally retarded of every com¬ 
munity. We also believe that churches may become spiritual centers of healing 
through worship, pastoral concern, and volunteer service for the emotionally ill, 

5. Drug Abuse —We seek to overcome those social and psychological forces 
which lead so large a part of our society to unhealthful dependence upon to¬ 
bacco, alcohol, and drugs. The illicit traffic in drugs cannot be tolerated, So¬ 
ciety must provide through public and private facilities for the treatment, re¬ 
habilitation, and after-care of narcotic addicts and other victims of drug abuse. 

6. Sex m Christian Life.—We believe that sexual intercourse within holy 
matrimony with fidelity and love is a sacred experience and constitutes a needed 
expression of affection. We also believe that sexual intercourse outside the 
bonds of matrimony is contrary to the will of God. The outrageous exploitation 
of the strong forces underlying sexual experience is a destructive element of our 
culture. It not only distorts the meaning of sex experience but constitutes a 
blasphemous disregard of Cod’s purpose for men and women. A case in point 
is the distribution of hard-core pornographic and other sex-exploitive material. 
We advocate thorough educational efforts in home, church, and school designed 
to elevate our whole understanding of the meaning of sexual experience. 

7. Social Welfare—We believe that meeting human need is both a private 
and a community responsibility. Adequate public assistance should be made 
available to all persons solely on the basis of need. Every individual should 
provide for his own needs and share responsibility for the needs of others to 
the full extent of his ability, but we believe that no person in an affluent society 
should be demoralized because of unmet need. 

D. Human Rights—1. Freedom from Discrimination—We stand for equal 
rights for all racial, cultural, and religious groups, and insist that the principles 
set forth in this creed apply to all alike. The right to choose a home, enter a 
school, secure employment, vote, and have access to public accommodations 
should be guaranteed to all regardless of race, culture, national origin, social 
class, or religion. Neither should any person be denied equal political, economic^ 
or legal rights or opportunities because of sex. 
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That the Church should ever refuse access to worship or membership in its 
fellowship to any person because of race, color, or national origin is contrary to 
our fundamental Christian convictions. 

2. Civil Liberties and Civil Rights,— We stand for freedom of speech, assem¬ 
bly, and press and broadcasting. The fundamental responsibility in the use of 
these freedoms and the justification of their exercise is adherence to the truth. 

We stand for the right of all individuals and groups to advocate any peaceful 
and constitutional method for the solution of the problems that confront society. 

E. Peace and World Order.—We believe that Christianity cannot be na¬ 
tionalistic; it must be universal in its outlook and appeal. The influence of 
the church must always be on the side of every effort seeking to remove those 
conditions of heart and mind, of social, economic, and international injustice, 
and of ideological conflict in which wars begin. 

We must actively and constantly create the conditions of peace. We stand 
for the promotion of understanding, reconciliation, and good will; the relief of 
suffering, the lifting of living standards around the world; concern for the free¬ 
dom and welfare of dependent and subject persons; the removal of racial ten¬ 
sions; the taking of steps toward disarmament; and the support of patient 
negotiations. 

1. International Organization. —We believe that the United Nations is a 
working center of international cooperation which provides the most hopeful 
avenue leading to peace and world order. The United Nations with its related 
agencies should be strengthened through governmental cooperation and support. 
This effort deserves the support of all Christians. The Church itself, as a world 
fellowship, makes an important contribution to the development of world order. 

2. The Christian and Military Service. —The Methodist Church, true to the 
principles of the New Testament, teaches respect for properly constituted civil 
authority. It encourages both love of country and love of all men. Believing 
that government rests upon the support of its conscientious citizens, it holds 
within its fellowship those who sincerely differ as to the Christian s duty in regard 
to military service. We ask and claim exemption by legal processes from all 
forms of military preparation or service for all religious conscientious objectors, 
as for those of the historic peace churches. We recognize the right of the in¬ 
dividual to answer the call of his government according to the dictates of his 
Christian conscience. We also recognize that non-violent resistance can be a valid 
form of Christian witness. In all of these situations members of The Methodist 
Church have the authority and support of their church. * 

* See Judicial Council Decision 25. 
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IV. Our Mandate: Read, Study, Apply.— We recommend that this Social 
Creed be presented to our congregations orally or in printed form at least once 
a year, and that frequent references be made to it. Every local church shall en¬ 
courage the study of the Social Creed and seek to apply its principles. 

T95. BASIC BELIEFS REGARDING SOCIAL ISSUES 

AND MORAL STANDARDS OF 
THE EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH 

The church from its beginning has believed in social welfare and moral 
reform, and has labored to bring the whole of life with all its activities, posses¬ 
sions and relationships into conformity with the will of God. The church is 
persuaded that in Jesus Christ alone are to be found the cure for industrial, 
economic and social ills, and salvation from the sins that beset and curse society 
and block its progress. 

The church, therefore, is convinced that it should minister to the physical, 
intellectual and social needs of those to whom it preaches the gospel of personal 
redemption, and should guide them in an intelligent and faithful endeavor to im¬ 
prove human conditions and to Christianize every area of human life. The 
church should cooperate with worthy movements in the community, nation and 
world for physical development, intellectual growth, social betterment and 
spiritual enrichment. 


Church and Economic Life 

Economic Order .—The church advocates equal rights and justice for all men 
in all stations of life; the protection of the family; the fullest possible develop¬ 
ment and protection of childhood; pensions for the aged; the conservation of 
health; the elimination of poverty; the equitable distribution of the products 
of agriculture and of industry; the abolishment of unemployment; a living wage 
in every vocation and economic justice to all; release from employment for every 
person of at least one day in seven; such conditions of labor and relationship 
between employer and employee as will guarantee common justice and social 
security, and the full acknowledgement of rights and responsibilities on the part 
of both employers and employees in terms of human welfare. The church ad¬ 
vocates simple, just, honest, unselfish and spiritual living, and stands not for an 
aristocracy of wealth, power and position, but for an aristocracy of character, 
culture and service. 

Community Life 

Amusements .—All members of the church are urged to refrain from patron¬ 
izing any entertainment or place of amusement that is not above reproach, and 
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from any diversion that cdnnot be practiced in the name of Christ. Strict 
censorship of motion pictures in order to protect society from evident evils is 
advocated. 

Citizenship .—'The church believes that every Christian is obligated to re¬ 
spect, support and obey properly constituted civil authority, and faithfully per¬ 
form his civic duties, and, through sober, righteous and godly living, give moral 
strength and purpose to his country. The church declares its devotion to the 
nation and pledges its loyalty to the government under whose protection it 
resides, and offers unceasing prayers for those in rightful authority, that there 
may be that justice, righteousness, freedom and tranquility which are the 
people’s most precious possessions. 

Stewardship of Time .—The church believes in the proper use of time. The 
waste and misuse of idle hours, and the exploitation of leisure by selfish and 
unprincipled interests, obligate every church to provide wholesome activities, 
and to cooperate with others in presenting opportunities for the wise and con¬ 
structive use of otherwise unoccupied time through worship, music, reading, 
study, fellowship, recreation and service activities. 

The Lord's Day .—The Lords Day is ordained of God for rest from labor, 
spiritual improvement and kingdom extension. The perpetuity of civil liberties 
and religious institutions demands its proper observance. The church is con¬ 
cerned with the growing tendency toward the commercialization of Sunday and 
the growing apathy toward attendance upon the worship services of the church. 
Sunday is a hallowed day commemorating our Lord s resurrection. By worship, 
fellowship and Christian service we glorify our risen Lord. The church calls 
for the voluntary closing of all nonessential commercial enterprises on Sunday, 
refraining from unnecessary labor and worldly pleasures, and urges its members 
to do good to others and engage in those things which contribute to spiritual 
growth. 

Family Life 

Marriage .—Marriage is an institution of divine appointment, upon the proper 
establishment of which are conditioned human happiness and well-being and the 
maintenance of the most important factor of civilization—the Christian home. 
Virtue and morality in society, stability and permanence of free government can 
be had only as the Christian home is maintained in its integrity. 

In view of the gravity of the interests involved in marriage, the church ad¬ 
monishes all young people as follows: 

(1) To cherish only worthy and ennobling thoughts on the subject of court¬ 
ship and marriage. 
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(2) To avoid undue haste, and practice intelligent deliberation in every 
step pertaining to this matter. 

(3) To enter into marriage only after a favorable personal acquaintanceship 
sufficient to insure compatibility and the blessings of a Christian home, and 
to do so only when it can be “in the Lord” (I Cor. 7: 39) and thus avoid being 
mismated with unbelievers” (II Cor. 6:14) in life's most intimate relation¬ 
ship, 

Divorce .—Since marriage is of divine appointment and the union of one man 
and one woman entered into mutually, it is sacred and morally binding so long 
as both shall live and ought not be dissolved at will. When human failure re¬ 
sults in placing the marriage in jeopardy, the church strongly urges the persons 
involved to seek counsel with their minister in order to effect reconciliation so 
that the marriage may be preserved. The church does not sanction nor condone 
divorce except on the ground of adultery. 

Ministers of the church shall not solemnize any marriage without first coun¬ 
seling earnestly with the couple. Whenever divorced persons seek marriage 
through the church, ministers may solemnize such marriages only after having 
ascertained the circumstances through counsel with those persons involved, and 
after they are satisfied that the divorced persons have sought for and received 
forgiveness and are seeking a genuipe Christian relationship not only in marriage 
but with God, Ministers may, if it seems desirable, consult with fellow ministers 
and/or local church officials. 

Responsible Parenthood .—The result of a rising birth rate, the decrease of 
infant mortality, the increase in longevity and improved general health have 
created the increasing world population. To meet this situation, the church 
affirms: (1) that the members uphold the highest standards of love and marriage 
and urgently teach young people to sanctify marital relationships; (2) that the 
parents assume the responsibility of planning at long range the family they hope 
to establish, and plan wisely the spacing of children and provide moral guidance 
and spiritual nurture for all members of the family; and (3) that the married 
persons regard as ethically and morally right the proper use of methods and 
techniques, medically approved, for the purpose of achieving planned and 
responsible parenthood. 

Literature .—The church views with alarm the widespread circulation and 
reading of salacious literature giving false and degrading views of life, polluting 
the mind and undermining character. The church urges its members to do all 
in their power to remove such harmful literature from the homes, libraries and 
newsstands of their communities. Furthermore, the church urges its members 
tu procure literature that is clean, inspiring and productive of Christian character. 
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Wholesome literature that meets the demand for information, adventure and 
romance should be furnished. An ample supply of denominational periodicals 
and books should be found in every home and church. 

Moral and Social Conduct 

Alcoholic Beverages ,—Science and human experience agree in condemning 
alcoholic beverages as useless, damaging and injurious. 

The manufacturing and vending of alcoholic liquors are contrary to the best 
interests of personal and social morality, economy and welfare. Voluntary total 
abstinence from all intoxicants is the true ground of personal temperance, and 
complete legal prohibition of the traffic in alcoholic beverages is the duty of civil 
government. 

The manufacture, sale and use of intoxicating liquors as beverage, the rent¬ 
ing and leasing of property to be used for the manufacture or sale of such 
liquors, the signing of petitions for granting license, or the entering as bonds¬ 
men for persons engaged in the traffic in intoxicating liquors, are strictly pro¬ 
hibited. 0 

Narcotics .—The church is strongly opposed to the illegal use of habit-forming 
drugs since the use of, or participation in the illegal traffic of habit-forming 
drugs, unless medically prescribed, is strictly prohibited. Members of the church 
are urged to make every effort possible to combat this menace to society. 

Tobacco .—The church believes that the use of tobacco in any form is in¬ 
jurious and a needless waste of money which could and should be otherwise 
applied. All members of the church are urged to abstain from its use. 

Gambling .—Gambling is a menace to society, destructive of good government 
and deadly to the best interests of moral, social and spiritual life. All members 
of the church are expected to abstain from gambling in any form. 

Temperance. —Temperance, in its wider meaning, is a Christian virtue, en¬ 
joined by the Holy Scriptures, and implies control of all emotions, passions and 
appetites. It means the proper use of wholesome food and drink, and the entire 
abstinence from such that are known to be harmful. 

Racial and Cultural Relations 

Human Relations .—The church respects human personality which is inherent 
in every race, nation and creed. We believe that the Bible teaches that there 
is no basis whatsoever for a belief in the superiority or inferiority of any people. 
Therefore, the church protests against all acts and practices of discrimination 

0 This law has been in effect since the earliest days of the Church of the United Brethren 
in Christ, and of The Evangelical Church. 
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which are based upon racial, national, creedal or social differences. “He made 
from one, every nation of men to live on all the face of the earth.” (Acts 17: 26.) 

The church, following the example of Jesus Christ, upholds the rights and 
privileges of every individual as clearly defined in the Bible. The church calls 
upon all her members to commit their attitudes, their actions and their influences 
in faithful witness to this fact. The church opposes segregation which is based 
upon differences of racial or national origin as a sin against God and man. The 
church must continually examine her teachings and practices to be certain that 
no violations of human rights are being committed within her fellowship or by 
the church toward the world. The church must motivate, inspire and encourage 
the establishing of fair practices, legislation and law enforcement which are in 
harmony with the gospel as revealed in Jesus Christ. Christian people, under 
the leadership of the church, must work for the establishing of equal oppor¬ 
tunities for employment, education, housing, public accommodation and other 
privileges of citizenship, and must cooperate with other organizations which seek 
these ends, so that in harmony with the spirit and teachings of Jesus, men may 
live together in love and fellowship. 

Slavery .—The church regards the traffic in human beings and the institution 
of slavery as infamous evils, and therefore all slavery, in every sense of the word, 
is totally prohibited and shall in no way be tolerated by the church. 

World Order 

War and Peace .—The church believes that war and bloodshed are contrary 
to the Christian conception of human welfare and violate the basic principles 
of universal brotherhood, and therefore are not compatible with the gospel and 
spirit of Christ. The church also believes that a warless world is the ideal toward 
which all men and all nations should strive; that such an order is possible if 
men will follow the way of him who is the Prince of Peace; and that it is there¬ 
fore the duty of every Christian to promote peace and good will, and to foster 
the spirit of understanding, mutual trust and cooperation among all the peoples 
and nations of the world. God alone is the Lord of the conscience. Therefore, 
the church recognizes the right of the individual member to answer the call of 
his government according to the dictates of his conscience and his sense of duty. 
It also recognizes the right of those who for the sake of conscience feel they 
cannot participate in war in any sense whatsoever. 

International Relations .—-The church is convinced that the welfare of the 
human family is best secured by an honest recognition of the interdependence 
of the nations and the races of all the world, and that international and inter¬ 
racial cooperation is obligatory upon every nation and people in order that there 
may be common understanding among all and security for all. 
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ENABLING LEGISLATION 


1. The term “the Plan of Union” shall include: 

Enabling Legislation 

The Proposed Discipline for 1968 

The latter includes: 

Historical Statement 
Part I—The Constitution 

Part II—Doctrinal Statements and 
The General Rules 
Part III—Social Principles 
Part IV—Organization and Administration 

2. The Plan of Union shall be acted upon by The Evangelical United Brethren 
Church in accordance with the procedures required by its Discipline, namely: 

It shall require for adoption a two-thirds affirmative vote of the members 
of the General Conference present and voting thereon (If 178) but the “Enabling 
Legislation” and “Part I—The Constitution” shall require for adopting a three- 
fourths affirmative vote of the members of the General Conference present and 
voting thereon and a two-thirds affirmative vote of the aggregate number of 
members of all the Annual Conferences in North America, present and voting 
thereon (ftl77). Favorable action by the General Conference and the Annual 
Conferences shall be deemed in compliance with the church s Constitutional 
Law and authority to remove from its Constitutional Law all material not 
covered by the new Constitution and to include to the extent appropriate such 
material elsewhere in the Discipline. 

3. The Plan of Union shall be acted upon by The Methodist Church in 
accordance with the procedures required by its Discipline, namely: 

It shall require for adoption a majority affirmative vote of the members of 
the General Conference present and voting thereon but the Enabling Legislation 
and “Part I—The Constitution” shall require for adoption a two-thirds majority of 
the General Conference present and voting and a two-thirds majority of all 
members of the several Annual Conferences present and voting (fffllO-12)—unless 
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the Judicial Council shall rule that a three-quarters majority is required. Favor¬ 
able action by the General Conference and the Annual Conferences shall be 
deemed in compliance with the church's Constitution and authority to remove 
from its Constitution all material not covered by the new Constitution and to 
include to the extent appropriate such material elsewhere in the Discipline. 

4. If the Plan of Union is adopted by the two 1966 General Conferences: 

(A) The Evangelical United Brethren Church and The Methodist Church 
shall forthwith send to their respective Annual Conferences for action in 1967 
the “Enabling Legislation” and “Part I—The Constitution.” 

(B) The Evangelical United Brethren Church shall make provision for 
the calling of a special session of its General Conference to meet in 1968 at the 
time and place of The Methodist Church General Conference of 1968. 

(C) The two General Conferences shall make provision for appropriate 
commissions to continue the study and perfection of “Part IV—Organization and 
Administration” of the Plan of Union. 

5. The Plan of Union having been adopted by the requisite votes of the 
respective Annual Conferences, in 1968 the two General Conferences shall meet 
separately for the transaction of any necessary business. Neither such General 
Conference, acting separately, shall have the right to alter or amend any part of 
the Plan of Union as adopted by the General Conferences of 1966. 

6. Having completed their respective necessary business, the two General 
Conferences of 1968 shall unite for a Uniting Conference, all voting members of 
both General Conferences being voting members of the Uniting Conference; 
provided that, by vote of the Uniting Conference, it may at any time and from 
time to time suspend its business in order to permit the two General Conferences 
to meet separately for the preparation of nominations for the boards and agencies 
of The United Methodist Church or other necessary business. The two churches 
shall establish a joint agency or commission charged with the duty of preparing 
an appropriate celebration of unification. 

7. The Plan of Union shall become effective when, in the course of the Uniting 
Conference’s service of unification, the president of the Board of Bishops of 
The Evangelical United Brethren Church and the president of the Council of 
Bishops of The Methodist Church shall announce, respectively, that the Plan of 
Union has been adopted by the requisite votes of their respective churches. 

8. The Plan of Union contemplates that the administrative agencies of the 
church shall be unified and start functioning immediately upon the Plan of 
Union becoming effective, where necessary or advisable retaining separate units 
acting under the agency board. In unifying the work of the agencies there shall 
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be, as between the two churches, an equitable distribution of administrative posts 
and no person presently employed shall be expected to serve at less than such 
person’s compensation immediately prior to union. If, as a result of unification 
of agencies, personnel are required to change residence, the agency responsible 
will be expected to make reasonable provision for the costs involved. 

9. The objective toward which the new church moves is an inclusive church 
with no overlapping of Annual Conference boundaries. The Plan of Union 
contemplates that unification of church structure shall take place in steps as 
follows: 

Step One 

(A) Upon the Plan of Union becoming effective all Annual Conferences of 
both uniting churches will automatically become part of a Jurisdiction or a 
Central Conference or a Provisional Central Conference of the united church, in 
each case as shown on the attached schedule. 

Step Two 

(B) Wherever in a Jurisdiction or in a Central Conference or in a Pro¬ 
visional Central Conference Annual Conference boundaries overlap, the Annual 
Conferences involved shall designate committees or agencies to study the pos¬ 
sibility of, and bring about as soon as practicable and mutually agreeable, the 
uniting or rearranging of Annual Conferences and Annual Conference boundaries 
to the end that there shall be no overlapping of Annual Conference boundaries. 
Whenever in the uniting or rearranging of Annual Conferences an itinerant 
preacher in full connection with a particular Annual Conference shall be trans¬ 
ferred to another Annual Conference, he shall automatically be in full connection 
with such other Annual Conference irrespective of any tests which such Annual 
Conference may have regarding the admission of new members. 

(C) Annual Conferences shall not, for a period of twelve years following 
union, have their names or boundaries changed without their consent (1f41, 
Constitution—Division Two, Section VII, Art. VI.). This shall not prevent volun¬ 
tary action by Annual Conferences and it is anticipated that most, and perhaps 
all, such Annual Conferences will have taken steps necessary to eliminate over¬ 
lapping with other Annual Conferences substantially prior to the expiration of 
the specified time. At the end of the twelve years, if any such Annual Conferences 
still remain, authority to eliminate overlapping by the redefining of Annual 
Conference boundaries will vest in the jurisdiction (fl26, Constitution Division 
Two, Section IV, Art V, Para. 4) or in the Central Conference (j[30, Constitution 
—Division Two, Section V, Art. IV, Para. 4), as the case may be; but nothing 
herein contained shall be construed as preventing the elimination of Annual 
Conferences based on race. 
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(D) So far as the Annual Conferences formerly of the Methodist Central 
Jurisdiction are concerned, efforts shall be made to carry out the “Plan of Action 
for the Elimination of the Central Jurisdiction” as adopted by the Methodist 
General Conference of 1964. This Plan of Action outlines and urges a procedure 
designed to bring about the elimination of the Central Jurisdiction by September 1, 
1967. The carrying out of the Plan of Action was entrusted by the General Con¬ 
ference to a quadrennial Commission on Interjurisdictional Relations consisting 
of twenty-four (24) members, four (4) from each Jurisdiction, the four members 
in each case constituting a Jurisdictional Commission. The General Conference 
Commission of twenty-four is specifically charged: 

9. Tf by September 1, 1967, for any reason the Central Jurisdiction shall 
not have been dissolved by the procedures of Amendment IX (j[47ix), 
the commission shall draft a plan for its termination to report to the General 
Conference of 1968. 

The 1966 session of the Methodist General Conference unmistakably 
expressed its determination to bring about not only the elimination of the 
Central Jurisdiction but also the merger of the separate Negro Annual Con¬ 
ferences formerly part of that Jurisdiction with the conferences of the Regional 
Jurisdictions and the elimination of any structural organization based on race. 
The resolution adopted by the General Conference and submitted by it to the 
other bodies named therein reads in part: 

By the adaption of this resolution each Annual Conference, each 
Jurisdictional Conference, the General Conference, each College of Bishops, 
and the Council of Bishops express their determination to do everything 
possible to bring about the elimination of any structural organization in the 
Methodist Church based on race at the earliest possible date and not later 
than the close of the Jurisdictional Conferences of 1972. They further express 
their earnest determination to do everything possible to develop greater 
understanding and brotherhood in Methodism as well as in the world. 

Both denominations desire and intend that union shall in no way delay or 
impede, but rather facilitate, strengthen, encourage, and hasten such elimination 
of any racial structure or distinction. 

Step Three 

(E) The uniting of congregations will be encouraged wherever and 
whenever a single church can better serve the needs of the community. 

11. The Uniting Conference, by majority vote unless otherwise specified, shall 
have the following authorities: 

(A) To adopt rules of order and make provision for presiding officers. 
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(B) To amend or alter any part of “Part IV—Organization and Administra¬ 
tion” of the Discipline, which had been adopted in principle by the 1966 General 
Conferences, provided that if, upon a call, by motion of any delegate, seconded 
by another delegate from the same former denomination and supported by one- 
third of the members of that denomination voting, the members of the two former 
denominations shall vote separately, and in case of such vote by denominations 
no such amendment or alteration shall be effective unless adopted by vote of a 
majority of the delegates coming from The Evangelical United Brethren Church 
and a majority of the delegates coming from The Methodist Church, in each case 
at the time present and voting. 

(C) To approve the use of a name or names for the church outside the 
United States and the translation of the name of the church into languages other 
than English (see fl2; Constitution—Division One, Art. II). 

(D) To recommend to the Annual Conferences of the church proposals 
for Constitutional Amendments so that, the requisite votes having been taken in 
the Annual Conferences (j[64), such Constitutional Amendments can become 
effective upon the General Conference of 1972 (or of a special session of the 
General Conference called for an earlier date) having taken the requisite vote 
(j[64). The Constitution, Division Five, Art II, specifically provides that amend¬ 
ments to the Constitution may originate in either the General Conference or the 
Annual Conferences (fl65). 

(E) To elect members to the General Conference agencies of the church 
for the quadrennium beginning in 1968 in accordance with the provisions of the 
Discipline, 1f718.1 which provides for the relative representation in such agencies 
upon nominations made as follows: 

For those members which are to come from The Evangelical United Brethren 
Church membership, upon nomination by that church arrived at by such pro¬ 
cedures as that church may determine and for those members which are to come 
from The Methodist Church membership, upon nomination by that church arrived 
at by such procedures as that church may determine. 

(F) To establish for The United Methodist Church (a) a fiscal year, and 
(b) the date to be used as the date of its founding. 

(G) Anything in the Constitutional Law of The Evangelical United 
Brethren Church, the Constitution of The Methodist Church or the Constitution 
of The United Methodist Church (see p4) to the contrary notwithstanding to 
assign bishops originally elected by the Central Jurisdiction, and not already 
assigned to a regional jurisdiction, and originally elected by The Evangelical 
United Brethren Church, who will be on the active list and eligible for assign- 
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ment at the close of the Jurisdictional Conferences of 1968, to the five jurisdictions 
on the following basis: (A) There shall be assigned to each of the five jurisdic¬ 
tions at least one bishop originally elected by The Evangelical United Brethren 
Church; (B) The bishops originally elected by the Central Jurisdiction of The 
Methodist Church and not already assigned shall be assigned so that there shall 
be one bishop in the Southeastern Jurisdiction and one bishop in the South Central 
Jurisdiction and one bishop in the Western Jurisdiction; and (C) There shall 
be assigned to the Northeastern Jurisdiction and the North Central Jurisdiction, 
in each instance, an additional bishop originally elected by The Evangelical 
United Brethren Church. The bishops originally elected by the Central Jurisdic¬ 
tion shall be assigned as recommended by The Methodist Council of Bishops and 
the bishops originally elected by The Evangelical United Brethren Church shall 
be assigned as recommended by that church's Board of Bishops. These assign¬ 
ments shall become effective upon the opening of the Jurisdictional Conferences 
of 1968. 

This contemplates that there will come to the Union twenty-nine (29) 
active bishops originally elected by the regional jurisdictions, five (5) active 
bishops originally elected by the Central Jurisdiction and seven (7) active bishops 
originally elected by The Evangelical United Brethren Church, a total of forty-one 
(41). If before the Uniting Conference of 1968 there shall be a vacancy in the 
Board of Bishops of The Evangelical United Brethren Church, The Evangelical 
United Brethren Church shall be entitled in accordance with its procedures to 
elect to fill the vacancy, If before the Uniting Conference of 1968 there shall be 
one or more vacancies in the College of Bishops of the Central Jurisdiction of 
The Methodist Church, upon the Plan of Union being adopted by the requisite 
vote in the Annual Conferences of The Evangelical United Brethren Church and 
of The Methodist Church, the Central Jurisdiction shall be entitled at a special 
session to elect to fill the vacancy or vacancies. On the basis of the Plan of Union 
and within the formula based on current membership, each regional jurisdiction 
in its 1968 Jurisdictional Conference may if it so desires elect at least one new 
bishop. 

During the interim between the opening of the Uniting Conference of 1968 
and the close of the Jurisdictional Conferences of 1968, all bishops shall con¬ 
tinue episcopal supervision of the Annual Conferences under their supervision at 
the time of the opening of the Uniting Conference. 

At the Jurisdictional Conferences of 1968 each jurisdiction shall be entitled, 
but shall not be required, to elect additional bishops up to the number allowed. 
The number allowed shall be the number provided in the formula stated in the 
Discipline of The United Methodist Church (see j[380) plus a temporary increase 
for the 1968-1972 quadrennium of one (1) (because of the assignment of a bishop 
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originally elected by the Central Jurisdiction) but the prescribed quota otherwise 
provided for in the Discipline shall remain in force and in the Jurisdictional Con¬ 
ferences of 1972 and thereafter new elections shall be made up to the limit of 
such quota. 

(H) To appoint special study commissions or ad hoc committees for the 
purpose of studying and making recommendations concerning creedal statements, 
statements of social principles, the structure and duties of boards and agencies or 
any other matters. 


* Footnote for information: 

Bishops available for assignment in 1968 under the Plan of Union, elected by: 

Regional Central 
Juris. Juris. 

NE 5 1 

NC 0 1 

SE 8 1 

SC 7 1 

W 3 1 

29 5 

Now serving in: 

Northeastern: Mathews, Booth, Taylor (elected by Central Juris,), Wicke, Ward, Lord 
(To retire 1908—Corson, Halloway; Middleton died.). 

North Central: Pryor, Webb, Thomas (elected by Central Juris.), Loder, Kearns, Ensley, 
Alton (To retire 1968—Garrison, Raines, Nall,). 

Southeastern: Smith, Goodson, Hunt, Hardin, Henley, Pendergrass, Short, Finger (To 
retire 1968—Garber, Gum.). 

South Central: Galloway, Pope, Stowe, Walton, Frank, Copeland, Slater (To retire 1968 
—Martin, Smith.). 

Western: Stuart, Kennedy, Palmer (To retire 1968—Grant, Tippett.). 

Central: Golden, Moore (Harris died). 

EUB: Kaebnick, Howard, Herrick, Mueller, Heininger, Milhouse, Sparks. 


EUB 


Total 

8 

9 

10 
9 
5 
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Schedule for Enabling Legislation 
Jurisdictions and Annual Conferences 


North Central Jurisdiction 
Canada 

Central Illinois 

Dakota 

Detroit 

East Wisconsin 


Iowa 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Indiana North 
Indiana South 


55 



Michigan (E) 

Michigan (NC) 
Minnesota (E) 
Minnesota (NC) 

North Dakota 
North Indiana 
North Iowa 
Northeast Ohio 
Northeast Indiana 
Ohio 

Northeastern Jurisdiction 

Baltimore 

Central New York 

Central Pennsylvania 

Eastern 

Erie 

Maine 

New England 
New England South 
New Hampshire 
New York (E) 

New York (NE) 
Northern New Jersey 
Northern New York 

South Central Jurisdiction 

Central Kansas 
Central Texas 
(Central West) 

Indian Mission 
Kansas (E) 

Kansas (SC) 

Little Rock 
Louisiana (C) 
Louisiana (SC) 
Missouri 
Missouri East 
Missouri West 
Nebraska (E) 


Ohio East 
Ohio Miami 
Ohio Sandusky 
Ohio Southeast 
Rock River 
South Dakota 
South Iowa 
Southern Illinois 
West Wisconsin 
Wisconsin 


Peninsula 

Philadelphia 

Puerto Rico Provisional 

Southern New Jersey 

Susquehanna 

Troy 

Western New York 
Western Pennsylvania (E) 
Western Pennsylvania (NE) 
West Virginia (E) 

West Virginia (NE) 
Wyoming 


Nebraska (SC) 
New Mexico 
North Arkansas 
North Texas 
Northwest Texas 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma-Texas 
Rio Grande 
Southwest 
Southwest Texas 
Texas (C) 

Texas (SC) 
West Texas 
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Southeastern Jurisdiction 


Alabama-W. Florida 
Central Alabama 
Florida (E) 

Florida (C) 

Florida (SE) 

Georgia 
Holston 
Kentucky (E) 

Kentucky (SE) 

Louisville 
Memphis 
Mississippi (C) 

Mississippi (SE) 

North Alabama 

Western Jurisdiction 

Alaska Mission 
California 
Calif ornia-Ne vada 
Hawaii Mission 
Idaho 

Montana (E) 

Montana (W) 

Northwest Canada 

Central Conferences 
Africa Central Conference 
Angola 

Central Congo 
Rhodesia 

Central and Southern Europe 

Austria Provisional 
Belgium 

Bulgaria Provisional 
Czechoslovakia 
Hungary Provisional 


North Carolina 
North Carolina-Virginia 
North Georgia 
North Mississippi 
South Carolina (C) 
South Carolina (SE) 
South Georgia 
Tennessee (E) 
Tennessee (SE) 
Termessee-Kentucky 
Upper Mississippi 
Virginia (E) 

Virginia (SE) 

Western North Carolina 


Oregon 

Pacific Japanese Provisional 
Pacific Northwest (E) 
Pacific Northwest (W) 
Rocky Mountain (E) 

Rocky Mountain (W) 
Southern California-Arizona 


and Annual Conferences 

Southeast Africa 
Southern Congo 


North Africa Provisional 
Poland 

Switzerland (M) 
Switzerland (E) 
Yugoslavia Mission 
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China Central Conference 


Germany Central Conference 

Central Germany (M) 

Eastern Germany (E) 

Northeastern Germany (M) 

Northwest Germany (M) 

South Germany (M) 

South Germany (E) 
Southwest Germany (M) 
West Germany (E) 

Latin America Central Conference 


Argentina 

Bolivia 

Patagonia Provisional 

Uruguay 

Costa Rica Provisional 
Panama Provisional 

Chile 

Peru Provisional 

Liberian Central Conference 

Northern Europe Central Conference 

Baltic and Slavic Provisional 

Denmark 

Finland Provisional 

Finland-Swedish Provisional 
Norway 

Sweden 

Philippines Central Conference 

Middle Philippines 

Northern Philippines 

Northwest Philippines 

Philippines 

Mindanao Provisional 

Southeastern Asia Central Conference 

Malaya 

Malaysia Chinese 

Sarawak 

Sarawak Than Provisional 

Southern Asia Central Conference 


Agra 

Bengal 

Bombay 

Delhi 

Gujarat 

Hyderabad 

Lucknow 

Madhya Pradesh 

Moradabad 

North India 

South India 

Nepal Mission 

Pakistan Provisional Central Conference 

Indus River 

Karachi Provisional 
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Sierra Leone Provisional Central Conference 
Sierra Leone 

Episcopal Visitation 

Hong Kong and Taiwan (M) 

Puerto Rico (E) 

Note: (E) stands for Evangelical United Brethren; (M) Methodist; (C) Central Jurisdiction; 
(NC) North Central Jurisdiction; (NE) Northeastern Jurisdiction; (SC) South Central Juris¬ 
diction; (SE) Southeastern Jurisdiction; (W) Western Jurisdiction, 

At the time of union some Annual Conferences as above listed may overlap Jurisdictional 
boundaries but pending re-alignment, this shall not be deemed a violation of the Constitution 
Division Two, Section VIII, Art, I (fl42). 
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